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TEA@M#B, 8683838
C.L.A.S.®.Canine Life And Social SRl a threelevel assessment program for pet owneostest reatlife skillswith
their canine companionsThe three levels of the pgram are named afteuniversity degree programs: the B.A.
6. OKSt2NRa S@Stos GKS ad! & oal adiSNRa fS@Stoz |yR
C.L.A.S.S. leveet ownerscan earrcertificates with their dogs in Canined_dnd Social Skills

C.L.A.S.S. is more than just an assessrtianigh. t is designedvith severalgoals

1 Togenerate a mindset among ownershow to incorporateskills they learn imlog
trainingclasses ito dailylivingwith their dogs

9 To raise thebar in pet dog training and mannevg high standards required to pass M
eachC.L.A.S.&vel

1 To improve relationships between dogs and owner&raugh education and
promotion ofpositive reinforcemenand ongoing training

i To reinforce responsible pet owmghip through an online test on basic dog
behavior and care, analveterinariancertificatedemonstratingi KS R23 Q& KSI f 4K OF NB

1 To increase awareness for owners of additional training resources available, including helping to find the rigt
professional dg trainer for their needs

9 To support training efforts of animal shelters and rescueesd promote dogs for adoption

As C.L.A.S.S. expands, it is the vision of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers (APDT) that there will betraoredyell
socialized pet#n society, and opportunities for increased benefits and acceptance in communities.

It is important to note that passing the C.L.A.S.S. Evaluations does not guarantee behavior now or in the future, and
Evaluator cannot make any representations or gudees that a dog will always behave appropriately. Dog behavior is a
complicated mix of environmental, mental, and physical factors that can change depending on the circumstances. Tl
goal of the C.L.A.S.S. program is to instill a goal on the part gdghewner to continuously work with their dog to
create a welbehaved, welsocialized companion.

This Program Handbookwill be revised as needed. The most current version of the handbook is available at
www.mydoghasclass.con{See the version date listed in the footer of the handbook.)

2AAOI T O O OAOOEAEDAOA EIT #8,8! 83838
C.L.A.S.Svas developed to benefit dog owners; dog training instructors; APDT members; shelters, rescues, and othe
non-profits; veterinarans; andcommunities Here are some reasons to participate in this program.

For Dog Owners

C.L.A.S.rovides dog owners witbpportunitiesto K I @S K S Alife) skRl€askassed dnl Istandardized scale by
professional trainers, and to receive fl#lsack on developing those skills with their dolyfost pet owners want to
include their dogs fully in their lives, which is much easier when the dogs are given boundaries and skills-ifeh real

9/23/2016
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relevance. C.L.A.S.S. shows dog owners how to teach tkilseusing effective, rewardased methodsand how to
teach skills with reliabilityRewardbased training methods minimize the use of punishment and are fun for both owner
and dog!As a result of training, there is amcreasein the odds thatdogs will stay in thér family fortheir lifetime rather

than be given up due to behavior issues sitragning gives dog more acceptable outlets for their energklso, with its
three levels,C.L.A.S.®8ffers goals and incentiggfor pet ownergo continue trairing beyond basic skilland to maintain
those skills

For Dog Training Instructors

Dog Trainers, whether teaching group classes or private lessons, can access free teaching tools such as C.L./
curricula, games and exercises, and classttipselp sudents prepare folC.L.A.S.&valuations By incorporating the
C.L.A.S.S. program into their training businéssners can guide students toward the concrete goals and rewards of
attaining C.L.A.S.Sand helpreturning studentsto prepare for advanced.L.A.S.Sevels. Dog Trainers are able to
encourageC.L.A.S.Sraduatesto maintain their C.L.A.S.SKills forrenewing theirC.L.A.S.Sertificatesevery three
years. Dog Training Instructors are also listed indhkne Instructor searchFurthermae, C.L.A.S.$elps spreadhe
awareness ofising positive reinforcementyhich is good for everyone

For APDT Members

APDT membersat the full and professional levehave the distinct benefit of being eligible to becom€.L.A.S.S.
Evaluators. Only Evators canadministerC.L.A.S.®valuations Evaluators are prepared by passing a thpaet online
exam that includes scoring videos of dogs going through an evaluatiorguestions designed to assess thedining
and behavioknowledge Evaluatorsre listed in the online Evaluator sear@mdare part of the Evaluator community.

For Animal Shelters/Rescues

C.L.A.S.Ss of particular benefit to shelters, as the training ©fL.A.S.Skills provides shelter dogs with mental and
physical enrichment,educes kennel stress and behavioral problems, increases the adoptability of shelter dogs by
teaching them basic obedienakills and enhances the ability of a dog to adapt to his new homeAG.IScan also
provide a framework for a volunteer programrfshelters, whetherthe shelter is juststarting a volunteer training
program or hasone in place that needs updatinfheC.L.A.S.Shelterprogram with a suggested training curriculum,

is designed to educate shelter volunteers and staff about appatgrinethods for training dogs, canine body postures,
and other issues relevant to sheltered doggnally the C.L.A.S.S. web site will feature dogs for adoption that have
passed at least one level @L.L.A.S.Sthereby givingC.L.A.S.2logs for adoptiormore visibility to potential adopters
looking to bring home a new canine friend.

For Veterinarians

C.L.A.S.Skillshelp ensure thaencounters with vegrinariars are more pleasant since dogsained inC.L.A.S.%re well
mannered andableto be managedwvithout force. In addition, he C.L.A.S.program encourages dog owners to have
their dogs in the routine care of a veterinarian.

For Communities

C.L.A.S.Sromotes responsible dog ownership, including management of nuisance behavior, adherence tlaweash
and cleaning up after petogs withC.L.A.S.Sre ambassadors for wellained, socialized dogs, and educated dog
owners are role modetsthey help train the younger generations in responsible dog ownership and setting a positive

9/23/2016
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training foundaton. C.L.A.S.S. is about teaching and appreciatinglifeapractical canine skills and using those skills in
everyday situations, so that a dog is a wWmdhaved member of a household and a welcome part of socRigple
effects throughout the communitgan occur as dog owners and dogs reach their potential through traikiage welt
trained dogs may increase opportunities such as anesalsted therapysearch and service, and other aniraskisted
benefits.

(EOOT#H8), 81/B3838

C.L.A.S.Svasofficially launchedin March 2011by the Association of Pet Dog Train@$DT,)The early framework for

the idea was an incentvprogram for owners to do more relife training with their dogs and K2 6 O &S G KS
skills to the community, coupled with agssage promoting positive reinforcement trainihg.2009,the APDT Board of
Directors tasked the Member Relations and Communications Committee with developing the idea further, and the

potential for such a program quickly led to the formatiortloé C.L.AS.STask ForceThe program wagefined based on
input from dog owners and nodog ownersprofessional dog trainershelter staff rescues, and fosters

In the spring of 2010, the staff of Dogtown at Best Friends Animal Society hostgs
the C.L.A.S.J9askForce for three days, during which the program was tested with
awide variety of dogs, helping to shape a program that worked well both for dog
in homes and for shelter dogs.

The members of th€.L.A.S.Jask Forcavere: Task Force Chair CathyuBe, Mira
Jones, Kelli Knowles, Heddie Leger, Gloria Shipman, Barbara Shumannfang, Ca '
Vanderhorst, andAPDTstaff members Ann Allums and Mychelle Blakbe & LING
0 SaidSNE ¢ -testedl the progrém Rith their own students and provided .
invaluable fedbackwere: Ali Brown, Cathy Bruce, Gail Fisher, Janine Pierce, Ke
Knowles, Virginia Huxley, Robin Nuttall, Kathy Echols, and Grisha Stewart.

000D OKEEBEAAT T E

TheC.L.A.S.ProgramHandbookis for everyondnterested in theC.L.A.S.$rogram.Thishandbookdescribes in detail
the test items and the criteria for passing eamfaluationlevel. Also covered ithe ProgramHandbookarethe Rules of
What is Acceptabland What is Not Acceptabléinally, an overview is provided for getyi startedas aC.L.A.S.S.
Student.

#8, SVADDEAEDAT 00
Students

Anyone with a dog incouraged toparticipate inthe C.L.A.S.Sirogram. Studens, whether wellbodied or disabled,
must be at least 18 years of age

Dogs

Pedigreed, mixed breedlesigrer dogs, adopted dogs, mutts, champion dogs, foster dogs, shelter dogs, seniors, servic
dogs, therapy dogs, disabled dogany dog at leasiour months of ages eligible for theC.L.A.S.&valuation

9/23/2016
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Junior Students

Younger dog handlers are encouragedptuticipate in theC.L.A.S.Srogram with their dogJuniorstudentsare 12 to

17 yearsof age andmust have a parent oadult mentorpresent to observeduring the C.L.A.S.Evaluation Written

permission fronthe parent oradult mentoralsomust be povidedat the time of theC.L.A.S.&valuatiorfor the Junior
studentto participate.

C.L.A.S.Snstructors

C.L.A.S.9nstructors are likeclassprofessors they are dog training instructors whoteach a C.L.A.S.Surriculum to
prepare students for th€L.A.S.SEvaluation.

C.L.A.S.SFvaluators

Evaluators administe€.L.A.S.Evaluations and score performances of daigflentteams.To ensure high standards
and consistency in the evaluation process, prests@adards are in place wualify C.L.A.S.&valuatorsand to maintain
Evaluator status. Evaluators must be registered as full or professional APDT mamibpass a Jart Evaluator exam.
Visitwww.mydoghasclass.coto download theEvaluator Handboofor camplete Evaluator qualifications.

Evaluation Assistants

C.L.A.S.&valuatos are requiredto haveat least oneAssistaniresentfor eachC.L.A.S.E&valuation An Assistant must
be 18 years of ager older. Assistantdhelp outthe C.L.A.S.&valuate during aC.L.A.S.E&valuation, and may perform
such duties aserving as the unfamiliar persopgsitioning objects for test itemsand providing distractions.

2ACEOOAO &1 O OEA #8,8! 83838 00I COAI
For students interested in a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation, itise dtep is to create an online Student Account at
www.mydoghasclass.coand register your dogs for the program. For efficiency, C.L.A.S.S. registration is done online.

Register for a C.L.A.S.S. StUAENT.ID...... ...t FRE

Register a dog for the C.L.A.S.S. Program

BLA. LEVEL e e e e e e e e e e $5.00 per dog
VLA LEVEL ...t e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e e aarraes $5.00 per dog
PRUD. LBVEL..cceeeeeeee e e $5.00 per dog

From the C.L.A.S.S. home pageatv.mydoghasclass.cam Of A O1 & wS 3 A & enthelStuidenfFapplicatior? dzi

and choose a C.L.A.S.S. password. (Note: Your C.L.A.S.S. Student password will be used to access all testing, eval
scores, and student resources.) After selecting a password, students will add each dog they wisttédn tgidents

may register up to four dogs from the same household at one time. Next is the online payment screen. The cost ft
registering dogs is $5.00 per level for each dog, which is the administrative fee to participate in the program. Discoun
are given for registering more than one dog from the same household at the same time. When the student first register
a dog and submits payment, the dog is registered for the B.A. Evaluation. (Please have your credit card available

online payment; regisations will not be processed without payment. Registration fees areramdable.)
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Upon completing the registration, the student will receive an automatic email with their Student ID and a Dog ID fo
SIFOK R23 NB3IAAGSNBR® ®ekepdtdraliagoNdcorasA f f ySSR (KSasS L5Qa
Online Student Account

To login to the online Stlent account, visit the€.L.A.S.S. home pagewatw.mydoghasclass.conelickd , 2 dzNJ ¢ OO 2
near the top right of the pagend ener the assigned Student ID and chosen password.

Here is a screenshot ah example of th@nline Student accounshowing the available tab features

Student Account
Personal Info | Dogs | Photo Gallery I Knowledge Assessment | Resources | Notices
Name Student ID

Ann Allums S350005

Address City State

104 South Calhoun St. Greenville South Carolina F]
Zip Country

29601 United States [~]

Personal Info tab
Ly GKS at SNE2YIFf Ly¥2¢ (Fo03X addzRSyilae. Oly @GASé I yR dzLJ

Dogs tab

Ly GKS a&a523a¢ Glox addzRSyida OFy @ASs SIOK 2F (GKSANI N
the highest level each dog has passed. If a dog has passed an evaluation, students can also print certificates for t
achievementAlso within the Dogs tab, students can Register Additional Dogs, Register for Additional Levels (M.A., at
Ph.D.), and Order Frarable Certificates.

Photo Gallery tab
¢KS at K232 DFffSNRE GFo A& F2N whteRS Y
passed a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation. When uploading a photo, students have the optig
display the photo in the public Gallery of Graduates
(www.mydoghasclass.com/graduajesnd add a photo cajan up to 500 characters.

Knowledge Assessment tab
Ly GKS avyyz2e¢ftSR3IS | aaSaaysySiudent Knhodladge &
Assessment, a multiplehoice online quiz that is required for students to pass before
they qualify toearn C.L.A.S.S. certifiea with their dog(s). Thquizis based on basic
dog information thatis helpful for pet owners toknow, from Dog Training and

Learning, to Communication and Body Language, to Dog OwnershipesElygiestions are based on the information
found in thedStudy Guide for the Student Knowledge Assessmianfppendix @f this handbook

9/23/2016
www.mydoghasclass.ceamclass@apdt.com 80GPETFDOGS x A progna by thédssociation of Pet Dog Trainers


http://www.mydoghasclass.com/
http://www.mydoghasclass.com/graduates

C.L.A.S.Rrogram Handbook p. 100f 68

Resources tab

Ly GKS awSaz2dzNOSa¢ GlFlox addzRSyida Oly @ASé YR R2gyf 2
Certificate, test item descriptions, andgmtice evaluation forms. Students can also download C.L.A.S.S. logos througr
the Resources tab when their dogs pass an evaluation.

Notices tab
¢tKS ab2GA0Saé¢ Gl oviewand dorffobldie niost daRehityeiisidns 6f ithg” Andbools as well asany
recent updateghat have been made to thBrogramHandbook

Register for Additional C.L.A.S.S. Levels

When initially signing up as a student and registering a dog, the registration system automatically selects the B.A. lev
which is the fist level for which a dog is eligible to be registered. To register for the M.A. and Ph.D. levels, sigients

in to their existing Student accountlick on the Dogs tab, and click "Registeradditional levels.The registration cost

is $5.00 per level for each doghe registration system automatically prevents students from inadvertently registering
the same dog twice for the same level.

Register Additional Dogs

To add dogs to participa in the C.L.A.S.S. program, students sign in to their extilige Student account, click on the
523a GFo6oxX FyYyR Of AO0] dawS3aAaGSNI FRRAGAZYIFE R233ad¢
7TEAO EO A #8,8! 83838 #AOOEZAZEAAOAe
Certificates in C.L.A.S.S. include the B.A. Certificate, M.A. Cttiéind Ph.D. Certificate, each based on a standardized
objectiveassessment. A C.L.A.S.S. certificate is a graduation certificate of the C.L.A.S.S. progreithgit dstitle nora

certification. A C.L.A.S.S. Certificate signifies that the team (&tithent and dog) has satisfactorily met the high
a0l yRIENRa 2F a/FyAyS [ATFTS | YR puddedpdrotess 1 Af f a¢ (KNP dzAK

A C.L.AS.S. Certificate is valid for three years from the date it was earned. This is to maintain theowahdity
certificate through arequired e 8 3 S&daYSyd® 06{SS dqalAydlrAyAy3 DNI Rdz GS

(T x O # HADHADDEIFEAAOAOD
As a prerequisite to qualify to start earning C.L.A.S.S. Certificates, each student must pass an online-chulitgléest
cat SR 0KS a{GdzRSyld Yy2¢tSR3IS ' aasSaaySyuioe

tfSFHAS y23S GKSNB IINB aLISOA

§ O2yaARSNIGAZ2ya F2NJ St
| o[ d! d{ d{ > / SNIAFTAOFIGESE & w i ! S

SR (2 I3ANBaA&ADS

0 -

tr

Pass the Student Khowledge Assessment
thaaAy3 GKS {(GdRSYy( Yy26tSR3IS 1 aasaavysyids F ak2NL |
training, is a requirement for the student to qualify to start earning C.L.A.S.S. certifiéateme of the purposes of
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C.L.A.S.S. is emcourage students to understand their dogs and dogs as a species, all students shall take an online qu
the Student Knowledge Assessment, on topics related to dog care and handling.

To access the Student Knowledge Assessment, the studeninldg their Student accounat any time clicks on the
GYy26ft SRIS | 43S & asthd est. fThe ekt @cnsists ¢f RO ran8aBsklgtted multiplechoice questions
oFraSR 2y GKS AYyTF2NNIGAZ2Y Ay (GKS a{ GdzReé ApparidiR Switim2hel o K
documentfor the Study GuideJhe Student Knowledge Assessment is only available in an Indegeet! format.

Students must get at least 24 questions correct to pass. When a student passes the Knowledge Assessment, the sco
automatically saved in their Student account.

If a student does not pass the Student Knowledge Assessment, the student will be notified of what questions wel
missed and why. Students may retake tst after 24 hoursf they did not pass, and maypontinue toretake thetest
until they pass, though they may only take tiest once per 24our period.

Students must retake the Student Knowledge Assessment every three years, in accordance with the renewal process
GKSANI R23aQ / ®[ ¢o! el fodthre@ $eblB. A FA Ol 6Sax 6KAOK | NJ

How to Earn the B.A. Certificate '
There are two requirements to earn the B.A. Certificate: |/

1. The student submia completed Veterinarian Certificate attesting
G2 GKS R23IQa Ol NB

2. The team passes the B.A. Evaluation, as administered b
C.L.A.S.S. Evaluator

Veterinarian Certificate (B.A.Level only)

Part of responsible dog ownership is providing your dog with regular veterinarian care. A signed Veterinarian Certifica
is a requirement for every team to complete the B.A. Level requairets. This certificate affirms that the dog has been
examined by a veterinarian within the last year, has been-vakd for, and has a current Rabies vaccination or is
otherwise legally exempt.

Students may download the Veterinarian Certificate frone tResources tab of their online Student Account. This
completed certificate can be presented to the C.L.A.S.S. Evaluator prior to or on the day of the B.A. Evaluati
(preferred) or provided to the Evaluator or C.L.A.S.S. Office after the evaluation.

Passthe B.A. Evaluation
Secondly, to earn the B.A. &t O 4GS GKS GSIY Ydzad LI aa GKS . ol & 9@
YAYS GSaid AGSya Ay | .ol d 9@LtdzZ GA2yd 6{SS da. ®o! & ¢Sali
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How to Earn the M.A. Certificate

To earn the M.A. Csficate, the team must pass the M.A. Evaluatidihere are eight test items in the M.A. Evaluation.
0{SS dqad!d» ¢Said LGSYadé

How to Earn the Ph.D. Certificate

To earn the Ph.D. Certificate, the team must pass the Ph.D. EvaluBlierPh.D. Evaluation haght test items.(See
Gt K50 ¢Sad LISYadeéo

Maintaining Graduate Sta tus

Because behavior can change over time and must be maintained through regular training, C.L.A.S.S. graduates
required to renew their graduate status every 3 years. For this reasenmificates and Student Knowledge Assessment
scores are valid for 3 years from the evaluation date. To renew their graduate status, students must:

1. Renew their Dog ID Number onlinevatvw.mydoghasclass.cobyy submitting a $5.00 renewal fee for each dog.

2. Pass the evaluation at the highest level already earned by their dog.

3. Pass the online Student Knowledge Assessment.
%l ECEAEI EOU &£ O #8, 81 83838 #AOOEZLZEAA
Most any dog would énefit from C.L.A.S.S. training, though various students may have different reasons for
participating in C.L.A.S.S. and may meet their goals atdlifféimes. Some teams are fistaning their training skills to
move on to other activities such as Anirdasisted Therapy, while others are working on improving behavior issues and
learning how to better manage their dogs through C.L.ASt8eC.L.A.S.S. certificates signify that the team has met a

certain level of knowledge and reliabjl in training andobedience some teams may not quite be ready to qualify for a
C.L.A.S.S. certificate, as explained below.

The evaluation is designed to be as comprehensive as possible and to simukdife glations, but it is still just a test,

and tests have litations. An evaluation is a snhapshot in time and place, which is why serious behavior issues such :
aggressive behaviors are taken into account, whether those behaviors occur during or outside of the evaluation. If tf
Evaluator is acquainted with a teaoutside of the evaluation and is aware of fitgind information that leads the
Evaluator to doubt that the team would safely represent Canine Life and Social Skills consistently, the Evaluator m
decide that the team is not a candidate for a C.L.Ac&ficate, at least at that time. The Evaluator is granted this
discretion, as dogs who have earned C.L.A.S.S. certificates are ambassadors for the program.

As ambassadors, that does not mean that every C.L.A.S.S. graduate can be or should be [Heoiar isocial

situations, so that dogs with aggressive behavior issues are not automatically excluded as candidates for C.L.A.
certificates. For example, the Evaluator may be aware that the dog is safely managed by the student day to day
prevent the enacting of dodgo-dog aggressive behavior, and the dog is steadily improving through ongoing training. In
this case, as long as the dog does not pose a direct threat during an evaluation, an Evaluator may allow a dog w
aggressive behavior issues te bligible for a C.L.A.S.S. certificate. The Evaluator also takes into consideration the fac
GKFG S@Sy AT | adGdzRSyd Yryl 3Sa GKS R23IQ& 0SKIFGBA2NI ¢S
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In the event that the Evaluator determines theam is not yet eligible for a certificate in Canine Life And Social Skills for
any reason, the Evaluator shall communicate to the student the reasons why, and suggest goals to help the tea
become eligible, or suggest other activities that may be bedtéted for the team.

&ET A A #8, 8! 838338 |C40A88 ARalkator Search

If a student has not yet located or worked with a C.L.A.$.S.
Evaluator, the next step after registering for C.L.A.S.S. is to 7
FAYR | /o[ @ of ®{ & 9 @I t dzt |T2NIUSASYreoili &Sy & ( dzR SehthQa £ 2{OF ¢
schedule the evaluatiarStudents may locate an evaluator
via the online Evaluator Searchwivw.mydoghasclass.cdevaluators/searchA C.L.A.S.S. Evaluator directly oversees
all aspects of a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation, including sclediénday of the evaluation. Evaluators, as professional dog
training instructors, can also help students prepare for the evaluation.

Are You Ready for the B.A.?

C2NJ I OKSOlfAal G2 KStLI FaaSaa &2 ¥oNReats 2RW yUSKASAppedliNG KK
of this handbook This checklist is filled with questions to assist you in determining if you and your dog are ready for the
B.A. Evaluation. For help with training, the student may contact their Evaluator or other C.LoAt&1&ot (below) for
classes and lessons.

&ET A A #8,8! 83838 )1 O0O000AQLO
Attending an organized class is highly recommended, though not required, 5 ;
prepare for the evaluation in a structured manner or to work on particular tes .
items, and to socialize yoand your dog in the process. The C.L.A.S.S. web sii
has an online Instructor search wivw.mydoghasclass.com/instructors/search [
The majority of C.L.A.S.S. Evaluators are also C.L.A$k6ctons, so that

students may also use the online Evaluaearchif interested in joining a group
class.

If there are no C.L.A.S.S. Instructors in your area, students may search for dog training instructors on the APDT Tra
Search atwww.apdt.com/petownersand contact them about a course to prepare for C.L.A.S.S. progiaenAPDT
refers, but does not endorse, members listed in the APDT membership directory to clients who call or visit the APDT w
pageft 221 Ay 3 F2NJ I GNFAYSNI Ay GKSANI I NBF® C2NJ AYLRNII Y
¢ NI A yAppeidix £ v

#8, 8180278 DR OE A

We want C.L.A.S.S. to be an enjoyable experience for evarjookiding the dogs, student@nd Evaluators. For

consistency, safety, and a positive environment, the following guidelines are in place for use during a C.L.A.S
Evaluation.
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What is Acceptable

C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation Rules
What is Acceptable

What is Acceptable What is Acceptable aBpecific Times
V Food Treats
Rewards V Verbal Praise V Petting

V Toys/Games

VeQ [ S ak

V Flat Buckle or Snap Collar

V Martingale/Limited Slip Collar
V Body Harness

Equipment V No-Pull Harness (B.A. Level only)

Rewards

By definition, rewards are essentitb positive reinforcement training! The C.L.A.S.S. program encourages the use of
rewards, within guidelines, during the C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation.

Rewards Usage Rules

Here is a table summarizing how rewards may be used during an Evaluation:

Rewards UsaganiaC.L.A.S.S. Evaluation

B.A. Level M.A. Level Ph.D. Level

Praise may be used freely during any part of an evaluation.

Food treats petting, and| Food treats petting, and| Food treats are allowed:

toys/gamesare allowed: toys/gamesare allowed: 1l Before the evaluation begins
1 After the completion of each T After the completion of all party 1 After the completion of the final test item il
test item within each test item the evaluation
1 After the completion of each 7 During pauses between teg T During WarmUp Time
part of a twopart test item items Petting and toy/games are allowed:
T During pauses between teg f During WarrUp Time 1 After the completion of all parts within eac
items _ test item
T During WarmUp Time 1 During pauses between test items
9 During WarmUp Time
FoodRewards
For all CL.AS.S. Levels, foedtsY dzi G 6S O2y OSI t SR Ay trdat&rBay dotibdzBaSigdib@RkandLJ2 C
AY F GNBFG LRdzOKZI 2N Ay (KS addzZRSyidiQa Y2dziKo

Food rewards, with correct usage, are a powerful tool in positive, rewagsgdtraining and relationship building. Dogs
naturally love food, so food rewards can reinforce a behavior, ngakimore likely to occur agaizood rewards in
positive training are given when the dog does a desired behavior, so that the dog will wamtetat the behavior in
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hopes of getting more food rewards. The dog does not have to see the treat first before doing the behavior; the dog ge
the treat after doing the behavior.

Life Rewards

Life rewards can be anythingther than food treats thata partialar dog finds pleasant and enjoyapknd therefore
reinforcingb ¢ KS fAad 2F ftAFTS NBgFNRA RSLISYyRa 2y GKS R23IQa
as well as the context in which the reward is giveraise, petting, toys, angames are examples of life rewards allowed
during a C.L.A.S.S. evaluationaccordance witthe Rewards Usagelles

Praise

Praise is encouraged throughout the test. Praise is verbal approval or other indication of approval (e.g. gestures, fac
expresions) given to the dog, and students are encouraged to generously connect verbally and relate in a positiv
manner with their dogs throughout the evaluation just as in 4dal A cheerful or soothing tone of voice, a smile, or an
enthusiastic "yay!" ofyes!" to communicate to the dog the student is pleased with the performance and as a reward to
the dog for performing the cued behavior, is allowed throughout the evaluation.

Difference Between Praise and Cae

While praise is an indication of approvaleagivas a reward for performing a cued behavior, cues are words or gestures
that prompt a dog to perform a behavioFo assess whether the student is cueing or praising the dog, an Evaluator may
ask himself, "Is the student's intent to communicate to the dogerform the behavior? Does it seem the student is
reminding the dog of what she'd like the dog to do?" If yes, that will be scored as a cue.

Students are encouraged to effectively train so their dogs respond to cues reliably and receive cleabpoiisgfso.

This is very different than trying to figure out how many cues can a student give and still pass. Students are urged to a
for the kind of dog training that is clear, clean, effecti@rd pleasant for the dog, without a lot of extras to cdiogte

the training process.

Petting

We love our dogs and want to physically touch them. In a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation, students may pet their dogs during
Warm-Up Time and between test items, that is, after completing one test item and before startotbeartest item.

| 26 SOSNE aAyO0OS LISGGAy3a OFy LlaaAirofe AYGSNNHzZI F R23IQ
not pet their dog during other test items, except during items that require handling.

Toys/Games

Forall CLASS.Levél G(G2@& Ydzad oS O2y OSThéer&dan be yaryingtgpes diitayzRafd/gartes
that are rewarding to dogs, such as tug, fetch, tennis ballsflging discs, just to name a few. dn evaluation, students
may use toys and games during tMarmUp Time and between test items, that is, after completing one test item and
before starting another test item. Toys and games maybe used during other test items, as they could possibly be
used to entice a dog to do a behavior or be distractm¢he dog.
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Equipment Allowed

For safety, compliance with leash laws, and expediency during a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation, a student must have their dog
6-foot, nonNB G NI Ol 6t S fSlIakKe ¢KS fSIaK Ydzald 0S KSludbr, the
student should not drop the leash during stationary test items.

The leash should be attached to a propsditied flat buckle or snap collastandard body harness, or Martingaliedited

slip collar(Note: A Martingale/limited slip collaris G &8 1LJS 2F O2ft I NJ gAGK (g2 22113
neck, and the leash is attached to the smaller loop. When pressure is applied on the leash, the smaller loop pulls tl
largerloop taut around the neck. For the evaluation, theakingde collarda K2 dzt R 6S FAOGGSR a2 I a
airway if thelargerloop is taut. A Martingale collar is acceptable equipment, while a Martingale lead is not acceptable
during a C.L.A.S.S. evaluation. A Martingale lead is giene Martingalecollar and leash device, such that the leash

cannot be detachedl.

In the B.A. Level only, additional equipment allowed includegpuibharnesses such deont clip harnessesthese
harnesses may only be used in the B.A. Level if the leash remainsalodsethe handler can manage the dog in the
same fashion as if using a buckle collar or harnessp(ldarnesses are not acceptable for use in the M.A. and Ph.D.
Levels.) All equipment should be in good repair.

The student has the option to remove theash for the following test items, ONLY if the test is performed in a secured
area:

Optional OffLeash Test Items If In Secured Area

B.A. M.A. Ph.D.
All B.A. Test items must I M.A.4.Come and Leashing Up Ph.D. 4. Come and Leashing Up
performed onleash, with the Manners (part A) Manners(part A)
exception of B.A. 2. Come al p.A. 5. Sit, Down, Stand Ph.D. 5. Meet and Greet
Leashing Up Marers (part A)and | \, » & Handling Ph.D. 6. Attention

the B.A. bonuseswhich may be
performed offleash at the _
Ph.D. Bonus 1 and 2

M.A. 8. Stay Ph.D. 7. Table Manners

What is Not Acceptable

To foster a positive focus, effective training, and pleasant atmosphere, certain activities and equgrmeot allowed
ina C.L.A.S.S. testing environment.
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C.L.A.S.FEvaluationRules

What Is NOT Acceptable / Automatic Incompletes
U Luring

U Using Rwardsat the Incorrect Time
U Physical Prompting
StudentActivity U Physical Force

U Harsh Correctins

U Aggression Toward Dogs or People
U Unpreparedness

StudentDog Activity | UUnmanageable Behavior

U Inappropriate Elimination

U Excessive Stress
DogBehaviorand Health | Ulliness

U Physical Pain or Injury

U Aggression Toward Dogs or People

U Slip Lead / Martingale Lead (opéce collar/leash devices)
U Retractable/Extendable Leash

U AnxietyreducingWear

UHead Halters

Equipment UNo-Pull Harness (M.A. and Ph.D. only)

UMuzzle

U Choke Chain

U Prong Collar

U Shock/Electronic Collar

The occurrence adiny of the following during a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation will mandate an Automatic Incomplete test scor
for the overall evaluation, with the exception of excessive stress, during which instaedé.it.A.S.S. Evaluator may
allow the dog extra time and patiente see if the dog will relax in a reasonable amount of time.

Luring

Luring is using food or other desirable object to entice a dog to do a particular behavi,_
and is not allowed during an evaluation. Luring can be: pretending to use food, tricking¢ &
doginto thinking you have food in your hand, pretending to pull a treat out of your pocke
and showing food to the dog.

\
2)

e
\

N

ﬂ A
.

When a dog is lured into a position, the dog may have learned to follow a treat but not
necessarily how to perform the behavior on ci@ luring may be a sign that the dog has not yet learned the desired
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behavior. A C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation is intended to assess the skills a dog/student team has already acquired. Theret
luring a dog is not allowed during a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation avahyHssentially, in a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation, if the dog sees
the treat (real or pretend) first before doing the behavior, that would be considered luring or bribing.

The C.L.A.S.S. luring rule applies to bonuses within an evaluation as well. Even ltbhougls are not scored as
OEOStt Syl bSSR& 22NJ = 2N LyO2YLX SGSzZ! deKBY I G\ Gb! Ly @F 4
apply during bonuses as in any test item.

Though hand signals can be derived from the action of a lure, hgndlsiare not considered lures, and therefore are
acceptable. The Evaluator will use discretion when assessing if a hand signal is intended to try to lure the dog.

Using Rewards at the Incorrect Time

There are specific times in a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluatiargduhich rewards (food treats, petting, toys, games) are allowed. If
those rewards are given at the incorrect time during an evaluation, the team will receive an Automatic Incomplete fol
GKS S@IFfdzr GA2yd {SS GKS awSgl N adescaptiol & whedzevies (fodd freats, 2 K
LISGadAy3ar FyR (2eak3dlySao INB tft26SR RdzNAyYy3I +y SIIfc
encouraged and may be used at any time during an evaluation.

Physical Prompting
Physical ppmpting is touching a dog or using leash pressure as a cue to perform a behavior. Some examples inclu

G2dzOKAYy3 | R23IQa NBIFNI & I OdzS At@onrdefiSI 2mMJ 2 dDKK yEK $
evenagentlepull,isndtt t 26 SR +a I OdzS® 6{SS &/ dzSaé¢ F2NI AYyF2N¥I 4.

Body blocking with physical contact is also considered physical prompting. Body blocking in general is using your body
take up space, and can be used (and is used) by humandaysdas a way to control the movement of others. In a

| ®] ! o{ d{ ® 9Pl fdzr GA2YyT 02Reé& o0ft201Ay3a gAlK2dzi LIKeaAOll
blocking with physical contact is not allowed. Examples of body blocking withicphgentact, which is considered
LIK@AAOIf LINRPYLIWAY3IA:Z AyOf dzRSY LIKE@aAOFffe LzKAy3 |3l A
going through an open doorway, and shuffling into the dog with physical contact so that the dog evoage.

Physical prompting can create pressure or anxiety for dogs, even if no physical pressure is used. C.L.A.S.S. tests at
assessing responses to verbal and visual cues, so physical prompting is nhot allowed. An exception to this rule will
madefor students with deaf dogs, where touch can be used for attention.

Physical Force

{GdzRSy(Ga YIe y20 dzasS LIKeaAOlt FT2NOS 2NJ I Gl dzi €SIak
2N R2gy | YyR LldzZ f Ay3 | Ral@@d This Righilies mdrditidining i Seeded foriie doy &

choose to do the behavior voluntarily.

Harsh Corrections
The following corrections are not allowedanaround the evaluation site.
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Harsh Tones

Yelling at or intimidating a dog with voicen@is not allowed.

Harsh Startle Corrections
Students may not use startle or fehased corrections such as squirt bottles or shake cans during a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluatio

Physical Corrections

Students may not use physical corrections, including, but ndteldrto, rolling a dog on his back, grabbing, hitting,
kicking, slapping, shaking, pinching, muzzle popping, or finger jabs.

Leash Corrections
Students may not use leash corrections (also known as leash jerks, leash checks, or leash pops).

Students Who Exhibit Aggression Toward Other People

A studentshould not be allowed to test, or be given an Incomplete if testing has already begun, if the Evaluator observe
the student exhibiting aggressive or threatening behavior toward other people or dogs in amdaiee C.L.A.S.S. test
area, including before and after the evaluation. Threatening or aggressive behavior may include, but is not limited tc
shoving, yelling, using foul language, and being argumentative.

Unpreparedness

If the student does not have theequired equipment for the evaluation, the student is not allowed to take the
evaluation at that time.

The required equipment is:

o0 Permissible collar or harness
0 6-foot nonretractable leash
o Doggy cleafup supplies (waste bags, poop scooper, etc.)

While t is preferable that students have their C.L.A.S.S. Student ID and Dog ID Numbers on or before the day of t
evaluation, and that the dog has been registered for each level of evaluation that will be taken that day, students ma
also register their dogof any level of C.L.A.S.S. after an Evaluation. However, the online score reporting system (use
by Evaluators to upload scores) will not recognize that evaluation score until the student registers his dog for that levi
at www.mydoghasclass.com

For the B.A. Level Evaluation, it is also preferable that students get their signed Veterinarian Certificates to the
Evaluator prior to the evaluation, since this certificate is part of the requirements for eachtteaomplete the B.A.
Level. If the student has not yet completed the Veterinarian Certificate requirement before the Evaluation, the studen
YiEe adatt GF1S GKS S@lfdd dazyd | 26SOSNE oKSy GKS 9
Veterinarian Certificate requirement, and therefore the B.A. Level, is not yet complete. The student will then need tc
send the Veterinariaertificate to the Evaluator &€.L.A.S.S. Office in order to fulfill that requirement.
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Unmanageable Behavior

In Canie Life And Social Skills, an overall goal is to teach and encourage students to properly mabagé $0S R & dz
dog behaviors so that dogs are welcome in more social situations. Jumping up, barking, chewing, mouthing, peeir
pooping, digging, chasinggging these are all normal dog behaviors. Although there could be different reasons why
these behaviors may occur, dogs basically engage in these activities because it is what they naturally know and it wo
for them. While dogs should be allowed to thegs, we also need to teach our dogs the rules of living in a human world.

CKSNBTF2NBZ AF RdAdZNAYy3I | R23IQa [/ o[ ! ¢{ d{ d 9@ fdzr A2y X
student, such as excessively and repeatedly jumping up onsopgebarking, or mouthing, the team shall receive an
Automatic Incomplete score for the overall evaluation.

Inappropriate Eliminati on

Appropriate times and places for eliminating are important in Canine Life And Social
Urinating, including urine arking, or defecating during any part of a C.L.A.S.S. Evalua _
except during the Warrup time, will result in an Automatic Incomplete for the overall S
evaluation. Students are encouraged to potty their dogs before the C.L.A.S.S. Eval
begins,inadd G A2y (G2 fSFNYyAy3a (2 NBIR G§KSAMhR aQ aA Ol f
exception to the elimination rule will be made during the Waldp Time in each level, &8 : '
during which time dogs are allowed to eliminate in the designated potty area @nly
desigqrated potty area will be set up for all C.L.A.S.S. Evaluations whether held indoors or out.

For indoor testing locations, owners may take their dogs outside to the designated potty area during the jy¥dime.
Evaluators in their discretion may accommdaldogs trained to potty indoors.

For the outdoors, the designated potty area again is available in case of stress or nervousness, or if the dog did not pc
before the evaluation. Also, by designating a specific potty area outdoors, the outdoors ladeal for the test does

not become a potty area whicimay stimulate more dogs to potty as well as distract dogs with enticing smells. This is
realistic as even if dogs are trained not to potty in the house, they also need to be taught appropriate rilngla@es

to potty outside, and the student should know how to observe and redirect their dog to an acceptable place to potty i
necessary.

Excessive Stress

Testing a dog who is experiencing extreme stress may not reveal information about how theldmghasie when he is
relaxed. Responsible students will seek to protect their dog from extremely distressing situations. The C.L.A.S
REEELITIA] Lu“ i ' , I ”, m.. Evaluator may allow the dog extra time and patience to see if the dog will relax

\‘\H F”'““ ”I ' in a reasonable amount of time.

The C.IA.S.S. Evaluation will not begin if a dog is exhibiting signs of excessive
stress. If a dog becomes excessively stressed during an evaluation, the
Evaluator should end the tdsg at that time, as thedog may need more
socialization and/or training befoneetaking the C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation.
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Some signs of excessive stress include: shutting down, tail tucked between legs, trembling, whining, excessive barki
cowering, excessive chewing of the leash, pacing, excessive drooling, excessive panting, @id &stape or hide.
There are different intensities of these stress signs, and the Evaluator shall use their best judgment in deciding wheth
to begin, pause, or continue an evaluation or not if the dog is displaying these signs due to stress.

lliIness

Ateam will not be allowed to go through a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation, or be given an Automatic Incomplete if the evaluati
has already begun, if the dog demonstrates illness, such as vomiting, severe diarrhea, or fatigue.

Physical Pain or Injury

A team will notbe allowed to test, or be given an Automatic Incomplete if the evaludtas already begun, if the dog
appears to be in pain or discomfodr has stitches or bandages from a recent wound

Dogs Who Exhibit Aggressive Behavior Toward Others

A dog will notbe allowed to test, or be given an Automatic Incomplete if the evaluation has already begun, if the
Evaluator observes the dog exhibiting aggressive or threatening behavior inappropriately toward people or dogs in ar
around the C.L.A.S.S. test area, udotg before and after the evaluation. Threatening or aggressive behavior may
include, but is not limited to, snarling, growling, lunging, snappingpitimng toward a person or dog(Also refer to

GOt ATAOAL AlE T 2abRelatckl[todAbyB{adA{AW S S NIIKAF RAACRI NS &0

Not all aggressive/threatening behavior is inappropriate. For example, some dogs growl during play; at other times,
dog may appropriately growl as a warning toward another dog who is disrespecting his space. A growl and oth
aggress/e-looking behavior is part of canine communication, not to be suppressed by punishment. So applying this rul
will require Evaluator discretion based on observation amdlesstanding of canine behavio ¥~ Ay (G(GKS ¢
opinion, the dog threatenshie safety of anyperson or dogn the vicinity of the testing area, the Evaluator shall ask the
student to remove the dog from the evaluation site.

Equipment Not Allowed

Equipment not alloweduring an evaluatiorincludes slip leads, Martingale leadgh{ch is a Martingale collarleash
combination in one piecesuch trat the leash cannot be detachgdetractable or extendable leashes, anxiegducing

Ot 20 KAYI 6APSd ye (GeLS 2F Of 20 KA Y 3 oriAkxletss Wiam)gng Miizzled. K S
This equipment may be helpful and practical for use in some settings; however, a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation should
performed withoutthe use of these training aids.

No-pull harnesses, such as front clip harnesses, are not acceptable in themd.&Rh.D. Levels; a dog may wear a no
pull harness in these levels, but ONLY if the leash is attached to the collar or in such a way so thapute no
functionality is not activated. (Npull harnesses are acceptable in the B.A. Level only if the leashins loose and if

the handler can manage the dog in the same fashion as if using a buckle collar or harness.) Head halters, such as
Halti and the Gentle Leader, are not allowed at any C.L.A.S.S. Level.

Equipment and techniques that try to modify evior through fear, pain, or threats are not allowed in a C.L.A.S.S.
setting nor are they generally recommended to prepare a dog for C.L.A.S.S., as fear and anxiety are not the basis
building a mutually rewarding relationship. The equipment not alldwecludeschoke chains, prong collars, and
shock/electronic collars. (Vibratiemnly collars, however, are allowed for use with deaf dogs.)
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#8, 8! 83838 %OAI OAOEI 1T [/ OAOOEAX

The C.L.A.S.8valuation process provides students with the opportunity to demaaistrpractical realife skillswith

their dogs. During amvaluation, students accompany their dogs through a series oflifeadctivities so that their
training skills may be assessed by a professional trainer who has been approved as a C.L.Az808.(EyafiS & CA y |
| [ ®! o{ ©o{ & 9 JI { dzPdsgingd C.K.AS.Si Rvaldatioi i § tBstinoy{todthie life skills that a student an
his dog have developed together.

There are three C.L.A.SEsaluation levelsB.A., M.A., and Ph.DAll sudents begin in the B.A. Level, and progress to
higher levels as they pass each le@&iccessfully completing each C.L.A.S.S. level is like earning an academic degree
reaHife skills with your dogeach level varies in the amount of distraction arffialilty. Each leveihcludes a Waraup
Timeand{i ¢ Bonas itemsthat owners may elect to try or not with their dogs.

Summary of Evaluation Test Items

B.A. for Dogs Test Items M.A. for Dogs Test Items Ph.D. for DogJest Items

1 Wait at the Door 1 Waitin the Car 1 Loose Leash Walking
Warm-Up Time 2 Pass By Other Dogs 2 Back Up
2 Come and Leashing Up Manners 3 Wait at the Door 3 Stay
3 Loose Leash Walking and Attention Warm-Up Time Warm-Up Time
4 Meet and Greet 4 Come and Leashing Up Manners 4 Comeand Leashing Up Manners
Bonus 1: Rollover,Spin,Fe8peak,o0Paw| 5 Sit, Down, and Stand 5 Meet and Greet
5 Leave It 6 Handling 6 Attention
6 Wait for the Food Bowl 7 Loose Leash Walking and Leave| 7 Table Manners
7 Stay 8 Stay 8 Do You Really Kno8it?
8 Settle Bonus 1: Targeting Bonus 1: Do You Really Know Sit?
9 Give and Take . 2ydza HY ¢NAO] 2|Bonus2: Targeting with a Stranger

. 2ydza HY C¢NRO]l 27

Warm-Up Time

There is a WarrUp Time in each level of the C.IS/&. Evaluation. The waiup time is to allow the dog and the student
time to acclimate to the testing area, since testing situations can be stregsfiibg is better able to focus and relax
when he has a chance to check out his immediate environnlémstudent can give food treats during the waiump,
play games with the dog, and take up to 5 minutes acclimating. The Warifime is not actually a test item, because it
OFyQi FFFSOG 6KS(KS KNIt agRxdelleht andl ek SNoOikiteriallasiitaréladed to canine
social skills.

The only time that eliminating during the evaluation is allowed is during the \Apritime. This is allowed as testing
situations could cause nervousness which creates the need to eliminate. Even if ddgsree not to potty in the
house, they also need to be taught appropriate times and places to potty outside, as that is good canine social skills.
addition, the student should know how to observe and redirect their dog to an acceptable place tofputtessary.
Within the Excellent category, one of the criteria is for a student recognizing the signs that the dog does have to ¢

potty.
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In every C.L.A.S.S. evaluation, there will be a designated potty area, whether indoors or outdoors. By designating
specific potty area, the stimulating smells from a potty area can be minimized in other parts of the testing area. Fc
evaluations held indoors, a student may take the dog outside during the Warifime to eliminate, if necessary.

Bonuses

There are two Bnus items in each C.L.A.S.S. Level. These extra items are intended to make the C.L.A.S.S. Evalu:
more fun and enriching. Some Bonuses aim to showcase tricks that serve a practical purpose. Other Bonuses, such as
GENRO]T 2F {0dzRSyPI @A | /yKR2 Aa0iSiéd AYSOBK RS IAGS GKS addzRSy
favorite trick.

The Bonus items are completely optional. There is only one scoring guideline for Bonusdtéms G K | 2 y 2 N&
team does not perform the criteriainth@2 A G K | 2y 2N&E¢ &a02NAy 3 CreditfoatBaNBodus i K ¢
AGSYD LT F LIVARIKY I 20/2INB ¢4 @GYNDBDR (1K . thedddaationdi BAYTBKE  1GXKyS2 NIES

¢tKS [/ o] o! of o{ & wdz Sa ¢ Avfomatieé IKcbnidh (ASia éb 2a00 A1f @ O SHLOGUI0EE SA Y .
prompting, etc, are not allowed.

Test Item Elements

Students should be familiar with each test item in an evaluation. The table below is an example of a test item layout; ¢
test items are presented insimilar format throughout this handbook.

- WAIT AT THE DOOR -

Test. Student asks their dog to wait at the door until student releases dog to enter.
Descriptior|

Notes | Dog may sit, down, or stand for the wait. The dog must not move forward untilsedea

EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
Scoring | Dog waits with 1 to 2 cues un Student gives 3 cues to wait, or t Student gives 4 or more cues
Guidelines released. student resets dog 1 time. wait, or student resets dog 2
more times, or dog doesat wait.

Next, each componerthat makes up aest item is explained.

Test Item Name

Ly GKS SEIFIYLXS 06St26r GKS ydzYoSNJ amé NBLINB&aSyila
each evaluation is conducted in the same ordereaemeratedg A G KAy (KA & KIFIyRo221 =
Fd GKS 522N Aa GKS yIYS 2F GKS (Sad AGSYyo 4. o! o

- WAIT AT THE DOOR -
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Test Description

The second line is a general description of the test item. Test descriptions canohayetwo-, or threepart
descriptions.

Test
Descriptior|

Studentasks their dog to wait at the door ungtudentreleases dog to enter.

Test Item Notes

¢ KS & elenie& af€ach test itercontains notes for the student, and gives additional detaild tps related to the
test description.

Notes |Dog may sit, down, or stand for the wait. The dog must not move forward until released.

Test Item Scoring Guidelines

Under the Notes are the Scoring Guidelines. There are three possible scoring categoeeshotest item in an
evaluation:6Excellent dNeeds Worl¢ and dincomplete¢ Within each scoring category are criteria, which are specific
for each test itemoExcellent is the standard for each behaviaiNeeds Work describes behavior that is close the
standard, but still needs refiningincomplete lists criteria that showthe team is not yet prepared to pass that test
item.

Ly GKA& SEIFYLIS 6St262 Ay 2NRSNI G2 3SG +y 9EOStf Syl
uni Af NBESIFaSRPE Ly 20$KSNJ g2NRazx GKS R23 gl Ada G GKS
to wait with only 1 to 2 cues. To score in tiideedsWorke category, the student give3 cues to wait, or the student

G NBséittidog(see below) once during the test item. An Incomplete is given if the student gives four or more cues tc
wait, or needs two or more resets, or the dog does not perform the behavior as described.

EXCELLENT NEEDSWORK INCOMPLETE
Scoring | Dog wais with 1 to 2 cues unt Student gives 3 cues to wait, or t Student gives 4 or more cues
Guidelines released. student resets dog 1 time. wait, or student resets dog 2
more times, or dog does not wait.

A fourth possible scoring category is @éutomatic Inconplete ¢ which is given if the student or dog perfns any
0SKI @A 2NJ 2ygNoihécéptatllek K dzi 2YIF GAO LyO2YLX SGSa¢ aSOilAzy 27
unacceptable student and dog behavior. If an Evaluator observes an undaeej@havior at any time during a
C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation, the team should automatically receive an Incomplete score.

Evaluation criteriavere designed to create an assessment that is as objective as possible. In real life there are alway
gray areas, so Bluators are instructed to use their best judgment in scoring. Evaluators must be familiar with dog body
language and have a certain amount of experience working with dogs and students.

Criteria Definitions

Here are definitions of terminology commonly usadhe criteria for C.L.A.S.S. test items.
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Cues

Cues are words or gestures that prompt a dog to perfartvehavior. Cues can
be verbal, that isa spoken word or soundror example, the wold & A (0 ¢
GR2 6y ¢ Vérbadcuds $ou have taught your d@@ies caralso be visual,

such asa hand signalbody movement or body blockindusing your body to

take up spaceyvithout physical contactAn example of a visual cue is holding |8
your hand in a stop signal positidoward your dogto cueli KS & & G Fr €

An example obody blockings the student standing between the dog and the
F22R o02¢f (2 O@OAadz e ofIRboOth a e an® 2
visual cuds given simultaneously, they are considered a single cue for C.LASS.
scoring purposs.

[axtN
A
w»

One goal of C.L.A.S.S. and positive reinforcement training is reliability of responses, that is, the dog responds to each
and he responds in a timely manner (within one to three seconddhe B.A., for most test items, one to two cues are
allowed for an Excellent Score, while in the M.A. and Ph.D., dogs must respond to one cue for an ExcelleBinSeore.
cues will vary with each Student, Evaluators shall use discretion as always when assessing cues used.

Praise is not considered a cue. Prase&erbal approvabr a gesture of approvaliven to the dog, and students are
encouraged to generously praise their dogs throughout the C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation. A cheerful or soothing tone of voice
smile, or an enthusiastic "yay!" to communicate to theg the student is pleased with the performance and as a reward
to the dog for performing the cued behavior, is allowed throughout the evaluation. The Evaluator shall use discretion i
Aa02NAY3 6KSGKSNI I addzRSy i Qa 02 R &s prakd) & Yh ¥dh aryamongdfatdhe
students, dogs, and situations. If the dog has been taught the behavior reliably, what amounts to verbal luring to get th
dog to maintain the behavior is unnecessary.

Repeat Cueing

Repeat cueing is when theustent repeats the same cue multiple times
6SPIP WAAGZIQ WaAGIQ WairdzIQ waail
cueing is also defined as giving an additional yet different cue intende
to elicit the desired behavioffqr example sayingd a Adledriag ofithe
throat], then sayingy SE Odz& SA ¥YS (G KS RAnaheR@rSart y
repeat cueing is a steady visual signal that lasts more than 5 seco
(e.g. afingerheld up cominuously for an attentiorcue.)Repeating a cue
even when the dog &s already responded to the cue is still scored as
NELISH(G OdzSAy3d 6C2N SEFYLIESS AF GKS R23 A& | fNBlIReé &;
cueing.) Training should be clear, effective, and pleasant for the dog. Repdla¢i cue word, like nagging, can be an
undesirable habit of the student.

If a cue does not result in a reliable response, tmaty bea sign that the student/dog team needs more work on that
particular cue. Either the dog has not been taught the behargbably, has not been rewarded generously enough to
create a habit, orsi distracted by something else.
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There are an infinite number of possible cues. For example, ways a student might use to prompt the dog to do Loo
Leash Walking (whether the dogrieé@ NBYAYRAY3I 2N y2G0 Ay Of dzRS ale&iay3a i
using signals such as hand targets or patting the leg; and making sounds like clucking the tongue and kissy noises. Ar
these arefine cues for Loose Leash Walking andeptable as cues in a C.L.A.S.S. evaluation. Yet none of them needs to
be repeated if the dog has been wathined and understands to perform the behavior on one cue.

C.L.A.S.S. guidelines do not define what specific words or gestures should be used; atudents can choose any
words or signals for cues. Evaluators will have the responsibility of using discretion when scoring whether or not
student is repeat ceing, which can vary among differestudents, dogs, and situations.

oCue& versusocCommand
Ly 3ISySNIfszX GKS 62NR & OdzSnoughodt thdz&8.B.RS.Sk grégiard lanBen 3pkakitg®? Y'Y
rewardd I & SR GNJ')\)/)\)/EIGJ ! dO0dzS¢ AYBIKASGS ES&@RYYI'@@QLJ@J]Q&

that a dog must do it, 'orlee’ (with the 'or else' usually something unpleasant or forcing the dog to do something.)
Dogs, like us, learn from consequences. Consequences do not needhaorbel to be effective. By rewarding dogs for
doing what we ask, they are generally happiad dealthier than dogs who are corrected in physical ways for doing the
wrong thing.

Release

I & NB i & waidSoé gesture that signals to the dog that the behavior is completed. Jasstaslentshould give

clear cues for a dog to perform a behaviarstudentshould also pay attention tde&arly communicate to the dogrhen

the dog no longer has tmaintainthe behavior.This means thaafter cueing a dog to sit, a release would be needed to
signal the dog when he no longer hasperform the sit. Forexample,after cueing the dog to wait, the student should
release the dog from the waib go through a door, move to the food bowl, be free to do what the dog wants (@to
TypicaNEf SIFaS 62NRA INB dh]1X¢é AGCNBSIEER Gd.fXy RR2FES Seouldddd KS I
K2f RAy3a 020K LI fYvya 2dzi d26FNR (GKS R23 +Fta Ay | ayz2 Y2
as stays, settles, and sits, should be maintained until the student releases the dog, as nbtecriteria.

Reset

Sometest items allow ongesetin the Needs Work scoring category fmrtain behaviors. A reset is when a student re
cues a behavior that the dog starteditbdid not canplete or did not maintain until the releaseas required in theest

item. As an example using the Wait at the Door test item, if a student cues the dog to wait, and the dog waits for a fe\
seconds but then moves forward befdpeingNB f S SR (KS &GdzRSyd OFy aNBasSihse

Request for Test Modification

As stated in the eligibility for C.L.A.SS8idents, any student or dog, whether wédbdied or disabled, is welcome to
participate in a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation. SinceCheA.S.S. evaluation is an assessment oflireaskills and nota
competition among different student/dog teams, test items may be modified according to particular disabilities or
health restrictionsL y G KS S@Syid I aidzRSyidQa 2NJ R23IQa RAA&AIOAfAGE
describedin the evaluatio Y2 RRAFAOF GA2ya (2 (GKS GSad AGSY FyRk2N C
acommodate specific restrictions.
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In general, modifications should be as similar to the original test item to the extent possible and yet gtdichical for
the student/dog team. fe evaluation should simulate a rdde scenario, so Evaluators are encouraged to allow
students to give input into determining a suitable modification for a particular test ileéke the original test items,
each modified test item should be a realistic gdal the teamand have realife relevance All test items should be
performed, even if all items must be modified in some way.

Modification examples include allowing touch prompts for students with blind dslgstening the distance of recalls
for some disabled dogs; and allowing a student and/or dog to stand instead of sit, or sit instead of stand, depending on
the particular health limitation.

C.L.A.S.SMaluation Guidelines for Student
1 An Evaluation is caidered complete after all test items, and the bonuses, if opted, have been performed.
i Atestitem is considered complete after all elements of the test have been perfoasiddscribed
o If the test item requires a release, it will be specified in thet escription. In those testems, the test is
not completeuntil the student releases the dagter that elementof the testis completed

0 Stationary behaviors are those which the dog must maintain until the student releases the dog or gives
another cue For stationary behaviors, the student must have the dog maintain the behavior for an average
of 2 to 3 seconds before releasing the dog (or giving another cue) to be considered a complete behavior.
the dog moves out of position or stops doing the beibabefore the release, the behavior is not considered
complete as performed, and a reset is required in order to complete the test item.

The following test items requirthat the dog maintain a behavior until the studemeasesthe dog.

Test Items vith Stationary Behaviors Release Required
B.A. M.A. Ph.D.
1. Wait at the Door 1. Wait in the Car 3. Stay
6. Wait for Food Bowl | 3. Wait at the Door 4.Come/Leashing Up Maers (Rirt B
7. Stay 4. ComeLeashing Up Manner®4rt B) | 7. Table Manners
8. Settle 5. Sit, Down, Stand 8. Do You Really Know Sit?
8. Stay Bonus 1Do You Really Know Sit?

1 For safety and compliance with leash laws, the dog must bleash forC.L.A.S.&valuations, startinffom the

time the dog arrives ahe testing location(Seedt h LJO A 2[y$H a k FFS A G LGSYa LF Ly {
9 During the test, thestudentwill initiate any attaching and detaching of the leash
9 ThestudentYl & dzaS | YI G F2N) 6KS R2 8@dato®2 YF2 NI RdzZNAy 3 |

Evaluation Fees

Evaluators may regre an evalation fee for each evaluatiorEvaluation fees are at the discretion of the C.L.A.S.S.
9@l fdzZ G2NE YR KSfLI 2FFaSi (GKS 90l f dz §2NR& § EvaSaionSEL
fees will be collected by the Evaloatbefore the evaluation begins, and are n@fundable. (Evaluation fees are
separate from Dog registration fees, which are paid directly to the APDT to register a dog for eactSClévAlS.
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Hereare the dficial teg item descriptions ofhe B.ALeve] M.A.Leve] and Ph.DLevelEvaluations.

B.A. Level

Goal: Assegsie core life skills o& dog/studentteam.

4A00 ) OAI

p. 28 of 68

O

WAIT ATTHE DOOR

Test
Description

Studentasksdogto wait at the door untilstudentreleases dogo enter.

Notes

Dog may sit, down, or stand for the waithe dog must not move forward until released.

Scoring
Guidelines

EXCELLENT
Dog waits with 1 to 2 cues un
released.

NEEDSNVORK
Studentgives 3 cues to wait, or th
studentresets da 1 time.

INCOMPLETE
Student gives 4 or more cues
wait, or student resets dog 2 @
more times, or dog does not wait

WARM-UP TIME

Test
Description

Dogandstudentare allowedup to5 minutes to explore and acclimate to the testing area.

Notes

Dog should emain onleash during this timeFood treats, petting, toysand onleashgames may be use

freely during the WarrUp Time.

Scoring
Guidelines

EXCELLENT
Dog does not eliminate, or dc
eliminates in potty area, ostudent
successfully internots and redirects
dog to potty area ifdog starts tg
eliminate outof potty area.

NEEDSNVORK
Dog eliminges out of the
designated potty area, or nee
more than 5 minutes to acclimai
before continuing evaluation.

COME AND LEASHING UP MANNERS

Test
Descripton

A. Studentasksdogto come from 10 feet away.

B. Studentattaches leash talogQ a

02t f | N»

Notes

A. Studentwill attach long line (provided by Evaluator)dogand detach leash. Evaluator will hold long

andstudentwill walk to a point 10 feet away ariden calldog
B. When dog comestudentwill attach leash and detach long line.

Scoring
Guidelines

EXCELLENT

A. Dog comes tetudentwith 1 cue
and responds to cue within

seconds.

B. After dog comes, dog sits

stands allowig student to attach
leashor graspR2 3 Q& O2f
seconds.

NEEDSNORK
A. Studentgives 2 cues to come
dog needs 4 to 5 seconds
respond to cue.
B. After dog comesstudent needs
4 to 5 seconds to attach leash or
INF aL) R23IQa O2f

INCOMPLETE
A. Studentgives 3or more cues t¢
come; ordog does not respond t
cue within 5 seconds, qrassesy
student, or does not come
B. After dog comesstudent is
unable to attach leash or gra
R23IQa O2ffl NJ gA
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LOOSE LEASH WALKING ANIDENTION

Teg
Description

A.Studentloose leash walks witlogin a loop pattern.

B. Studentdemonstrates thatlogcan give 2 seconds of eye contact at any point duringeleitem.

Notes

Two cones (or other visual markers) will be placed 20 feet apartstamtint will walkdogfor 2 loops aroung
the pair of conesThe eye contact can be demonstrated before, during, or after the loose leash walk.

Scoring
Guidelines

EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
A. Leashliemainsloose or tightens JA. Leash tightens 3 timespr|A. Leash tightens 4 or more timg¢
to 2 timeswith 0 to 2 cuesand student gives 3 cues to loo| or student gives 4 or more cu
dog is within 2 feet oftudent leash walkor dog is 2 to 3 feg to loose leash walkor leash ig
B. Dog gives eye contact for 2 from student>50% of time consistentlyor mostlytight.
seconds with 0 to 2 cues. B. Dog gives less than 2 second B. Dog does not give eye contg
eye contact, orstudent gives 3 or studentgives 4 or more Cue

MEET AND GREET

cues for eye contact. for eye ontact.

Test
Description

A. Studentasksdogto sit, down, or stand, andn unfamiliar persompproaches dog anstudent
B. An unfamiliar persorasks thestudent for permission to greetlog by petting and giving a treaStudent
chooses if either is appropriate falogor not.

Notes

A. A person unfamiliar with the dog, typically the Evaluator or Assistant, will approambptoximately5
feet from studentdog for the meet and greetStudent may request for approach to be at arglnrather
than headon. Dog may move when person approaches but leash should remain loose.

B.Person will ask if they may treat the dégjudent may provide a treat if desirecnd then if they may pe
the dog. The student has the option to decline hawindog petted, treated, or both. Petting, if grante
LISNYAaaAzys gAff S -3dmtdhdsNiudénK iBay RQUESDIRat pBting e dan2 M

(0]

manner without leaning over the dof.og may stanat any time in part B

Scoring
Guidelines

EXCELENT

A. Dog sits, stands, or dow
with 0 to 2 cues;leash remain
loose (though dog may move
toward but not touchperson)

B. Student gives permission t
pet dogand dog accepts pettin
and student gives permission t
treat dog and dog takes trea
gently, or student declines
having dog petted and/or
treated.

NEEDSNORK
A. Studentgives 3 cues to sit, stan
or down; or leash tightens 10 2
times; or dog touches persongr
dog jumpaup 1 time.
B. Studentgives permission to pe
dog and dog junps up 1 time or
dog shiesaway but allows pettin
within 4 to 5 seconds; and/c
student gives permission to treg
dogand dog takes the treat rough
but does not break skin.

INCOMPLETE
A. Studentgives 4 or more cues to s
stand, or downpr leash tightens 3 @
more times;or dog mouths persomr
dog jumps u or more timesor dog
lunges or dogshiesto end of least
away from person.
B. Student gives permission to pe
dog and dog jumps up2 or more
timesor does not allowpetting within
5 seconds, or student gives
permission to treatdog and dog
breaks skin while taking treat.

BONUS 1ROLLOVER, SPIN, FETCH, SPEAK, OR PAW

B.A.

Student asks dog to perform one of the following tricks: rollover, spin, fetch, speak, or paw

Notes

Bonuses are optional, thoughe Rules of Aaimatic Incompletes still apply.

Scoring
Guidelines

Dogperformstrick with 1 to 2 cues and responds to cue within 3 seconds.

WITHHONORS
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LEAVE IT

Test
Description

Studentwalks withdog by three items andstudentR A @ S NJatienti@refrarn@tée itens.

Notes

tg2 O02ySa 02NJ 20KSNJ @Aadzrt YIFINJSNL gAatft 0SS Lx
will placethree Leave It items (a plush toy, chew item, and wadded piece of papeth)e ground offseb
feet from either side of path betweerthe two cones.Studentwill walk with dog from one cone to the
second cone and back again, passing Leave Isifiemm approximately 5 feet away.

Scoring
Guidelines

EXCELLENT
Dog leaves itera with 1 to 2 cues

NEEDSNORK
Studentgives 3 cues to leave fibr
one or more Leave It itemgper

INCOMPLETE
Student gives 4 or more cues |
leave it for one or more Leave

for each item per pass leash
remainsloose,l YR R2 3 Q&
not investigate within 2 feet ¢
items.

items, or do2 &  YoRIGhES an
item, or leash tightens 3 or mo
times or is consistently tight.

pasg 2NJ R23IQa
within 2 feet ofan item but does
not touch item, or leash tightens
to 2 times.

WAIT FORTHEFOODBOWL

Test
Description

Studentasksdogto wait for the food bowl untistudentreleases dog to eat out of it.

Notes

Studentwill be handed a food bowl containing several food treagident may use their own treats
desired).Studentwill have dog wait in a sit, down, otasd, while student places food bowl on the flog
approximately 3 feet in front of doghfter bowl is placed on the floostudentmay release dog to eat out
bowl. Dog must not move forward until released.

Scoring
Guidelines

INCOMPLETE
Student gives 4 or more cues |
wait, or student resets dog 2 o
more times, or dog gets fog
before being released.

EXCELLENT NEEDSVORK
Dog waits with 1 to 2 cues un Student gives 3 cues to wait, (
released. studentresets dog 1 time.

Test
Descripton

Studentasksdogto stay in a sit or down positionntil releasedwhile studentconverses with Evaluator for
minute.

Notes

Evaluator or Assistant will stand 5 feet fr@tudentand dog.Studentmay choose either a sit or down f
the stay.Timing begins whenstudent cues dog to stayStudentmay praise and focus onlog as neede(
without physicalf touching the dog during the-thinute stay.The g may shift in placeluring the stay
though must remain ithe same position (sit or down) throughout tiseay.

Scoring
Guidelines

INCOMPLETE
Student gives 4 or more cues |
stay, orstudent resets dog 2 o
more times.

EXCELLENT NEEDSVORK
Dog stays with 1 to 2 cues ur Student gives 3 cues to stay,
released. studentresets dog 1 time.

www.mydoghasclass.ceamclass@apdt.com 80GPETFDOGS x A progna by thédssociation of Pet Dog Trainers

9/23/2016



C.L.A.S.Frogram Handbook

p.31of 68

SETTLE

Test | Studentasksdogto settle in a down for 1 minutentil releasedwhile the studentsits next todog Student
Description chooses a crate, the floor, or a mat for the settle.
Studentmay use a crate, the floor, or a mat for the settle, aash givedoga chew or toy item to have durir
Notes |the settle. Timing begins when thstudent cues dog to settlddog may shift in place durirtge settle but
must remain in a down positiolstudent may release dog after the Evaluator says 1 minute is complet
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
With mat, dog settles with | With mat, student gives 3 cues t With mat, student gives 4 or more cue
to 2 cues until released|settle, orstudentresds dog 1 time|to settle, orstudentresets dog 2 or mor
Scoring |With crate, dog willingl} With crate, student gives 3 cues t/times, or dog does not settle. With cra
Guidelines| enters crate with 1 to 2 cue enter crate,dog needs 20 second student gives 4 or more cues to enter;
and settles within 1(to settle, or student resets dog ]dog does not settle withil20 seconds; o
seconds. time. dog excessively vocalizes, paws or ch
on crate or dog does not enter crate.
EN GIVE AND TAKE
D Test Studentasksdogto give a highvalue item and take a¢at, chew, or toy.
escription
If dog is not already chewing on &m from previous test, wident will offer dog a chewfor this test After
dog has chewed, held, @ngagedwith chew or toyitem (student may not hold théem for the dog)for a5
to 10 secads(does not have to b& to 10 consecutive secondsdtudentwill takeitem (can use cue such
Notes (O 3A @S¢ 2N a RNE LI A QdoqakréiNe}réssiLﬁiéiﬁN@F{glasd-trﬁ Rem(nkil8 glog i aheint
0dzi Yl eé y2u Lizf f 0KS .@ do§ ¥ no?idigrestgdtin alclied or Rog i@, dEvalii
will provide a food bowl filled with kibble or other fodhat student approves of andog shows interest ir
andstudentwill give food bowl tadog After 3 to 4 seconds andhile dog is eatingut of food bowl,student
will pick up food bowl. After picking up bowtudentwill givedoga reward.)
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
Dog releases item with 0 to 2 cu Student gives 3 cues to releas Student gives 4 or more cues
and within 3 seconds. (If using fo/item or dog needs 4 to 5 seconrelease item, or dog does n
bowl, dog freely allowstudentto|to respond to cue. (If using foqrelease item within 5 seconds,
Scoring | pick up food bowl with 0 to 2 cu¢bowl, student gives 3 cues, ¢student LJdzf £ & A GSY
Guidelines| and within 3 seconds.) student needs 4 to 5 seconds |grasp. (If using food bowdtudent
get bowl, or dog holds el with|gives 4 or more cues; @tudent
nose or paw.) needs more than 5 seconds to ¢
bowl; or dog freezes, growls,
shaps.)
BONUS 2: TRICK GHUDEN®{ /1 hL/ 9
Dog demonstrates a trick other thahe trick performed in Bonus.1
Notes Studentwill choose a trickother than the trick performed in Bonus {Bonuses are optional, thobghe
Rules of Automatic Incompletes still appigtudent will describe trick before cueing dog to perform it.
Scoring WITHHONORS
Guidelines| Dog performs trick with 1 to 2 cuesid responds to cue within 3 seconds

Note: Earning the B.A. Certificatequires that thestudentpass the B.A. Evaluation, submit a Veterinarian

Certificate andpass the Student Knowledge Assessmén§ S
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M.A. Level
Goal: Assedgse life skills ofa dog/studentteam with distractims.

WAITIN THECAR

Test
Descriptior|

Sudent asksdogto wait in the car5 secondsvhile student stands 5 feet awayntil studentreleases dog t
exitthe car

Notes

Test begins with dog in cgRudent can load up the dog just as the test s&aend close the door for one 1
two seconds.Btudentmust holddogQa f S+ a K | F{ S Sthidenhddl gtang’ AfeeOdwiid frétretis
car door and hold the leash while dog waits for 5 secondstugfentdoes not have a castudentmay use ar
alteNy I G A BS SyGiNBkSEAG LRAYG &adzOK | 3 FTNASYRQA

Scoring
Guidelines

a |
EXCELLENT NEEDSNVORK INCOMPLETE
Dog waits with 1 cue until released Studentgives 2 to 3 cues to wa| Student gives 4 or more cues
or studentresets dog 1 time. wait, or student resets dog 2 @
more times, or dog does not wait

PASS BY OTHER DOGS

Test
Descriptior]

Studentwalks withdog, passing by dogs of varying breed, size, or gender.

Notes

Test dogs will be with handlers and positioned approxinyafk® feet offset the pathway to the test ar
entrance. Test dogs should be nonreactive to people and damslentwill walk with dogto the test area
passing the test dogs, and stop at the test area entrance.

Scoring
Guidelines

INCOMPLETE
Leashtightens 4 or more times ¢
is consistentlyor mostly tight, or
dog barkgepeatedlyor lungesl or
more timesat other dogs.

EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK
Leash is loose or tightens 1 time. | Leash tightens 2 to 3 times.

WAIT ATTHE DOOR

Test
Descriptior

Stucknt asksdogto sit and wait at the door while a person walkguntil studentreleases dog to enter.

Notes

Test begins outside the testing aredtudentwill have dog sit and wait, and then open the door. Aft
opening the door, a person will walk by apgimately 5 feet away from the entrance. After person walks
studentmay release dog and enter testing ard&e dog must not move forward until released.

Scoring
Guidelines

EXCELLENT NEEDSNVORK INCOMPLETE
Dog waits with 1 cue until released Studer gives 2 to 3 cues to wa| Student gives 4 or more cues
or studentresets dog 1 time. wait, or resets dog 2 or mot
times, or dog does not sit or wait.

WARM-UP TIME

Test
Descriptior

Dogandstudentare allowed up tcd minutes to explore and atimate to the testing area.

Notes

Dog should remain eteash durig this time.Food treats, petting, toysand onleashgames may be used
freely during the WarnrUp Time.

Scoring
Guidelines

NEEDSWORK
Dog eliminates out of the
designated potty area, or nee
more than 5 minutes to acclima
before continuing evaluation.

EXCELLENT
Dog does not eliminate, or dc
eliminates in potty area, oistudent
successfully interrupts and redirec
dog to potty area if dog starts {
eliminate outof potty area.
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COMEAND LEASHING UP MANNERS

Test
Descriptior|

A. Studentasksdogto come from 15 feet away after dog is distracted by a treat.
B. Studentasksdogto sit or down and attaches leasand detaches long lineefore releasing the dag

Notes

A. Student will attach long line (provided by Evaluator)dogand detach leash. Evaluator will hold long
and student will walk to a point 15 feet awaystudentwill call dog after Evaluator presents a treat to tf
R23IQa y2aSsS FT2NI Iy INBYIREAIQFRaANBKEBSE GNBI G
B. When dog comestudentwill have dog sit or down, amattach leash and detach long libefore releasing
the dog from the sit or dowrDog should remain in sit or dowrhile theleashis attachedandthe long line ig
detached and sudent should release dog after detaching long lifiép: This is a great time to treat the d
so the dog learns that leaving a treat results in a treat fromstinelent)

Scoring
Guidelines

INCOMPLETE
A. Studentgives 3 or more cues
comeand/or 3 or more cueso leave
it, or dog does not respond to cy
within 5 seconds, orpasses by
student,or does not core.
B. Studentgives 4 or more cues to ¢
or down, or resets dog 2 or mo
times, or dog does not sit or down.

EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK

A. Dog comes tstudent with1 cue A. Studentgives 2 cues to com
to come (and 1 cue to leave it, [and/or 2 cuesto leave it,or dog
needed)and responds to cue withi needs 4 to 5 seconds tespond
3 seconds. to cue.

B. Dog sits or downs with 1 cuetil | B. Studentgives 2 to 3 cues to ¢
released after student attacheior down until released or
leash studentresets dog 1 time.

SIT, DOWN, AND STAND

Te.‘c’t. Studentasksdogto sit, down, and stand.
Descriptior|
Notes Swudentwill start with either the dior down cue Dog should maintain each position for 2 to 3 seconds
student releases the dog or gives another cue.
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
Dog doe behaviors with 1 cue f¢Studentgives2 to 3 cuesr resets Student gives 4 or more cuesor
Scori each,responds to each cue withinjdog 1 time for one or more resets dog 2 or more timefor one
coring o . .
Guidelineq S€conds ard  maintains  eaclbehavior; or dog needs 4 to |or more behavioror dog does no

behavior for at least 2 to 3 secon seconds to respond toone or|respond tooneor more cues withit

until released or cued otherwise |more cues. 5 seconds or dog does not si
down, or stand

Test |Studenthandles each oflogQ @ Lstroe®Bddgon one side from shoulgr to tail, andexamines either eac
Descriptiof ofdogQ & S ldagd® BNSGK FTNRY SIFOK AARS 2F Y2dziKo
(The handling does not have to be done in any particular order.)
Studentwill pick up and apply light pressure on eacldofQ a  I(dbt@rikles¥or 2 to 3seconds.
Notes Studentwill strokedogon one side from shoulder}o tail. o
Studentwill choose either to examindogQa S| NAR <fudénticHodses edpsstudént will hold and
examine each oflogQa S NE T 2 NJ studén®choosesacetORudeRtavid liftlddgQ a A
SEFYAYS R23Q& (Sénke&chsidaNI v (2 o aSO2yRa
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
Scori Dog allows handling of pawDogdoes not allowhandling in1|Dogdoes not allowhandling in2 of
coring . . . . .
Guidelineq Strokingof one side, andhandling of of the 3 (paws, sideor ears orthe 3 (paws, side, aror ears or

ears or teeth. teeth) areas. teeth) areas; or dog growls, sna

or bites during handling.
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LOOSE LEASH WALKING AND LEAVE IT

De;?f;tior Studentwalks withdogby 2 food bowlsandstudentR A @S NI & R2 3 Q& bowk.G Sy G A 2y
A course will be set up in flattened diamond pattern. Two cones (or other visual markers) will Benitke
Notes items placed 10 feet apart, and 2 food bowls contairkitzble will be thedsidet items placed 10 feet apar

(Food bowls will be covered so that dog cannot, by chance, inge$boldg Studentwill walkdogin a Figure¢
8 pattern around the Zones
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
Dog leaves$ood bowlswith 1 cuefor | Studentgives 2 to 3 cues to lea) Student gives 4 or more cues
each bowl per passleash remain|it for one or both bowlper pass|leave itfor one or both bowlsor
Scoring | loose with 0 to 1 cues| Yy R or student gives 2 to 3 cues |student gives 4 or more cues

Guidelines nose does not investigate within loose leash wallgr leash tightens loose leash walkpr leash tighten
feet of food bowils. 1 to 2 times 2 NJ R 2 3 (3 or more timesor is mostly tight
investigates within 2 feet ofajordogQ a b@cheS a food bow
bow! but does not touch bowl

Test | Studentasksdogto stay in a sit or down position for 1 minufand until releasedluring distractions whil
Descriptior| studentstands 5 feet away.
Studentmay choose eiter a sit or down for the staystudentwill hold leash and stand 5 feet away fraing
during the stay. Timing begins whaetudent cues dog to stayThe ag may shift in placeluring the stay
though must remain irthe same position (sit or down) throughotite stay.Distractions will consisof
commonplace movement and lekey noiseby one personsuch asvalkingaround, a pen dropped on th
ground, hand clappingand phoneringing. Distractions will occur approximately 10 feet away from dog.
must maingin either the sit or down for the stagtudent may release the dog after 1 minute.
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
Scoring | Dog stays with 1 cuentil released | Studentgives 2 to 3 cues to stg Student gives4 or more cues t
Guidelines or studentresets dog 1 time. stay, or student resets dog 2 0
more times.

BONUS 1: TARGETING
Student asksalgto nose touch each of thetudenQd KIF yR& 2y 0OdzS o
Studentwill havedog use nose to touch both left and right hands, one at a time, withdhanleast 2 fee
Notes F 6 & FNBY R23Qa Studéhtskouldshkl® targeO nlzSdRstitionary after giving target ¢
(Bonuses are optional, though the Rules of Automatic Incompletes still apply.)
WITHHONORS

Notes

Scoring
Guidelines Dognose touchegach hanl with 1 cueeachand responds to each cue within 3 seconds

BONUS 2: TRICK GHUDEN®{ / | hL/ 9

Student asks their dog to demonstraaerick other than the trick performed at the/& level.

Sudent will choose a trick other than the tiks performed at the B.A. level. (Bonuses are optional, the
Notes |the Rules of Automatic Incompletes still applgiudentwill describe the trick before asking the dog
perform it.

Scoring WITHHONORS

Guidelines Dog performs trick with 1 cuand respondso cue within 3 seconds

9/23/2016
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Ph.D. Level

Goal: Asseghe performance reliability of

R23kaldmesKilis. G4SIYQa

LOOSE LEASH WALKING

Test
Descriptior

Studentholds an unsteady object in hand while walking vdtdgfor 15 feet andenters throwgh a door.

Notes

Test begins 15 feet away from entrance to test arfaudentwill choose an unsteady object, either a |
mug of coffee or water, a cardboard box to be carried on palm or under one arm, or a paper sack fil
tissue paper to be caed like a bag of grocerieStudentwill carry the unsteady object while they walkg
to the entrance and enter the testrea, both opening and closing the door with dog on a loose leash.

Scoring
Guidelines

EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
Leashremairs loose or tightens {Leash tightens 2 to 3 timesyr|Leash tightens 4 or more times
time with 0 to 1 cuesdog is within student gives 2 to 3 cues to log is consistentlyor mostly tight; or
2 feet ofstudent and object is no leash walkpr dog is between 2 t| student gives 4 or more cues
spilled, dropped, or crushed. 3 feet ofstudent>50% of tine, or| loose leash walk;or object is
studentstruggles to hold object. | spilled, dropped, or crushed.

Test
Descriptior

A. Studentholdsan unsteady object in hand while walking witbgto maneuver around household items.
B. Studentasksdogto back up 3 feet.

Notes

A.One & S ydRair is positioned 2@ 30 feet away, and 5 additional household obstacles (such as a
table, trash b, large box, suitcase, vacuum clearsic) are placedbetween thed S ydRair anda starting
point. Studentshallcontinue to hold unsteady object froiroose Leash Walking teStudentwill loose least
walk with dogin no particular pattern around thé obstacles to get to thé S y dRdir. Studentand dog
Ydzati 6S 2y GKS &alyYS aARS gKSy gl f{Ay3a | NRdzyR
leash.

B. Whenstudentand dog reach the end chastudentwill askdogto back up 3 feet. Fothe BackUp, the
studentmay start beside or in front of dogstudentmay not move behind the dog and chiin to come for
the BackUp. Student may move with the dog for the Back Dpg may back up either by moving backwg
or turning and moving away froie studentto the back p.2 KSy | aidzRSy i Qa ai
back up, every 3 steecounted as 1 cue.

Scoring
Guidelines

INCOMPLETE

A. Leash tightens 4 or more tim
or is consistentlyr mostlytight; or
student gives 2 to 3 cues to log
leash walk;or object is spilled
dropped, or crushed; orteam
GalLdt Ata GKS 204
B. Studentgives4 or more cues t
back up or dog does not back up
feet, or dog does not respond
cue within 5 seconds.

NEEDSNORK

A. Leash tightens 2 to 3 timest
student gives 2 to 3 cues to loo
leash walkpr studentstruggles tc
hold object.
B. Student gives2 to 3 cues t¢
back up or dog needs 4 to
seconds to respond to cue.

EXCELLENT
A.Leashremainsloose or tightens |
time with 0 to 1 cues
B. Dog backs up withdue (3 steps
from student equals 1 cuepnd
responds to cue within 3 seconds|
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De;:?isgtior Studentasksdogto stayuntil released in a sit or down, whilstudentplacesanunsteady object on a chair.
Studentshall continue to holdunsteady objectfrom Loose Leash Walking and Back Up teStadentcan
Notes choose either a sit or down for the stay. With the dog in the st&ydentwill place the unsteady object am
chair. The abg may shift in placeluring the staythough must remain inhe same position (sit or dowi
throughout the stayStudentmay release dog after placitige object on the chair.
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
Scoring | Dog stays with 1 cuentil released | Studentgives 2 to 3 cues tetay, Student gives 4 or more cues
Guidelines or studentresets dog 1 time. stay, or student resets dog 2 o
more times.
] WARM-UP TIME Ph.D.
DesI:?iS;tior Dog andstudentare allowed up to 5 minutes to explore and acclimate to the testing area.
Dog slould remain oAleash durig this time.Food treats, petting, toysand onleashgames may be used
Notes . .
freely during the WarrUp Time.
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK
Dog does not eliminate, or d¢Dog eliminates out of the
Scoring | eliminates in potty area, ostudent designated potty area, or nee
Guidelines successfullyniterrupts and redirect{ more than 5 minutes to acclima
dog to potty area ifdog starts tg before continuing evaluation.
eliminate outof potty area.
COMEAND LEASHING UP MANNERS
Test A. itudentcalls dog to come from 20 feet away and paby distractions phced between the dog ar
. student
Description B. Studentasksdogto sit or down andattaches leastand detaches long line before releasing the dog
A. Distraction items of2 food bowlscontaining kibble and 2 nefood items plush toys, rubber toys, o
wadded pieces of papeare placedn the ground at 4 foot intervals and offset 5 feet from each side of |
between dog andstudent (Food bowls must be covered so that dogimat, by chance, ingest thi®od.)
Notes Student will attach a long line tadog, and Evaluator will holdhe long line. Studentwill walk by the
distraction itemgo a point 20 feet away and then cdlbgto come.
B When dog comes, student will have dog sitdown. Student will bothattach leashand detach long ling
while dog remains in sit or dowmnd then releas€log Dog should remain in sit or down while the leas
attached and the long line is detached.
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLET
A. Dog comes tastudent with 1|A. Student gives 2 cues to ane|A. Studentgives 3 or more cues
cueto come (and 1 cue to leave |and/or 2 cuesto leave it or dogcome and/or to leave itor dog
if needed) and responds to cu nheeds 4 to 5 seconds to respond does not respond to cue within
Scoring g AGKAY o &a4S02y|0dzSZ 2NJ R23Qa |secondsprtouches an item, odog
Guidelines does not investigate within 2 feqwithin 2 feet of an item but doe passesby student, or dog does n¢
of items. not touch item. come
B. Dog sits or downs with 1 c|B.Studentgives 2 to 3 cues to sit (B. Studentgives 4 or more cues
until released. down until released or student|sit or down,or resets dog 2 or mor
resets dog 1 time. times, or dog doesot sit or down.
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MEET AND GREET

Test | A.Studentasksdogto sit or down, and an unfamiliapson approachestudentand dog.
DescriptiorB.t SNE 2y 3INBSiéa R23 |yR 3ISyidfte LSiGa Rz23IQa KSIR
A.Evaluator or Assistant wilpgroach and ask to pet the dog.
Notes |B.Evaluator or Assistant wilffeet dogand.JSG G KS R23Qa KSR 3ISyidteée 7
H G2 o a4SO02YyRAZ | YR & NPqg&ayRtand & any onte@partB2 NJ v
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
A. Dog sits or downs witB to 1| A. Studentgives 2to 3 cues to silA. Studentgives 4 or more cues
CUEs. or down, orstudent resets dog Jsit or down, orstudentresets dog i
B.Dog allowsetting of head, time, or dog jumpsip 1 time. or more times or dog jumps up 2 ¢
Scoring | handling of ears, and stroking of |B. Dogdoes not allowhandling in more times.
Guidelires| back. 1 of the 3 (head, earspr back)

B. Dogdoes notallow handling in2
of the 3 (had, ears, and/omack)
areas; or dog jumps up 2 or mg
times; or dog growls, snaps, or bit
during any part of handling.

areas, or dog jumpsp 1 time.

ATTENTION

Test | Studentasksdogfor 15 seconds of eye contact after an unfamiliar person knocks on the doogrgers the
Descriptior| testing area.
Assistant will make a knocking or ringing noise, and then enter test area. Assistant will be carrying
Notes item for the next test. As_sistar_w/ill move about the test area, and will not int_eract with jcbmdentor dog.
Sudent has 90 seconds in which to complete 15 seconds of eye contactagfhand the timer starts whe
the Assistant enters the test area. The eye contact does not need to be continuous.
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
Scoring |Dog watches student for 15|Studentgives2 to 3 cues to watc| Student gives 4 or more cues t
Guidelines seconds with 0 to 1 cues. studentfor 15 seconds. watch, or dog does not watc
studentfor 15 seconds.
TABLE MANNERS
Test | Studentasksdogto settle ina downuntil releasedwhile studentand an unfamiliar person sit at a table fo
Descriptior| snack forl minute
Unfamiliar persomwill sit at a table first. Thertwdent will sit at the table, and have dog setifea down forl
minute within leash length othe table, while thestudentand personsit at the table and eat (or pretend
Notes | eat) a snackThe dog may not greet thegerson The snack will be in crinkBounding packaging such as a
of potato chips, wrapped granola bars, or bag of candy. Dog hifiyirsplace duringhe settle, thoughmust
remain in a down positiorStudent may release dog aft&éminute
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
Dog settles with 1 cueuntil|Studentgives2 to 3 cues to settle Student gives 4 or more cues
Scoring |released dog touchesunfamiliar person or|settle; or student resets dog 2 o
Guidelines studentresets dog 1 time.

more times;or dog does not settle
or dog whines, barks, or tries ath
attention-getting behavior.
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8. | DO YOU REALLY KNOW SIT?

De;?;tior Studentasksdogto sit 3 separate times, varying tistudentQd 02 R& LI2aAdAz2y Sk O
Notes Studentwill choose and perform 3 different options from the list of Sit Test Variatiddsg should maintair

each sit for 2 to 3 seconds untilgent releases the dog.
EXCELLENT NEEDSNORK INCOMPLETE
Dog sits with 1 cuefor each Studentgives2 to 3 cuedo sit, or| Studentgives4 or more cues to si
Scoring |variation, responds to each cyresetsdog 1 or more timesfor|or resets dog 2 or more time$or
Guidelines within 3 seconds and maintainsone or more variatiors; or dog one or morevariatiors; or dog does
each sit for 23 seconds until needs 4 to 5 seconds to respo| not sit; or dog does not respond 1{

released to oneor morecues one or morecues within 5 second.
BONUS 1DO YOU REALLY QW SIT?

Studentasksdogto sit using 2 additional Sit Test Variations.*

Studentwill choose and perform 2 different Sit Test Variations than the ones performed in the previad

Notes Dog should maintain each sit for 2 to 3 seconds until student releases the dog.
Scoring . . . WITHHONORS _ L .
Guidelineq P09 sits with 1 cue for each variatioesponds to each cue within 3 secondsdmaintains eachsit for 2 to
3 secong until released
BONUS 2: TARGETING WITH AN UNFAMILIAR PERSO IR
DognosetouctsS | OK 2F |y dzy Fl YAf Al NJ LISNE2Yy Q& KI yR& i
Notes Student or unfamiliar personwill cue thedogto nosetouchl Y dzy ¥ I Y A thantsNBelt JBitNJafn

facing dog, one at a timéBonuses are optional, though the Rules of Automatic Incompletes still apply.
Scoring WITHHONORS
Guidelines Dognose touchegach hand with tueeachand responds t@achcue in 13 seconds

*Sit Test Variations
For Test Item #8 in FD. Level

1. Sudentsitting on hands in a chair 12. Studentstanding on a chair
2. Studentwith back to the dog 13. Studentholding oneknee to chest
3. Studentwith hands on head 14. Studenthopping onone foot
4. Studentwalking 15. Studentswinging arms
5. Studentstanding 10 feet away 16. Studentlying on the ground
6. Studentclapping hands 17. Studentjogging in place
7. Studentshaking hands with another person 18. Studentdoing jumping jacks
8. Studentwith hand in front of their mouth 19. Studentdoing squats
9. Studentsitting on ground 20. Studentdoing leg lunges
10. Studentbending at waist toward toes 21. Studentdoing push ups
11. Sit on recallgtudentwalks 35 feet awagnd 22. Studentdoing sit ups

calls dog to comevhen dog is halfway to 23. Studentstanding on hands

student studentcues sit) 24. Studentdoing calf raises

25. Studentdoing a back bend

9/23/2016
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I £FOAO OEA %OAI OAOQOEIT I
After completing the evaluation, the Evaluator will tally the score immediately and let the student know the score
results.

Scoring a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation

To pass, a team needs to score an Excellent in all tessitélowever,édams can get up to one Needs Work mark and
still pass. The Needs Workashuffer areaso that there can be one aspect of a skill a team needs to refine but still
gualify to passTest items with 2 skills parts, such as Loose Leash Walkingtsmntion, are scored separately, so it is
possible that a team could get up to 2 Needs Work counts in one test item if the test has 2 skill parts.

If the team passes plus gets B8 OSt f Sy i 2y 620K 2F (KS 02ydzaSahorkdS
designation is included on their certificate.

This chart shows how the scoring of a C.L.A.S.S. evaluation is calculated.

Scoring a C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation

Team Does Not Pass Team Passes Team Passes With Honors
Needs Work marks = 2 or more Needs Work marks =0 or 1
OR AND Team Passes
_ _ AND
Incomplete marks = 1 or more Incomplete marks = 0
I3 2 % I3 I3
OR AND G2AUK 1 2y2NRE oO.
Automatic Incompletes = 1 or more Automatic Incompletes = 0

Repeat Evaluation

Everyone has times when, for some reasdwit performance is not the best it can be. If a team does not pass the
C.L.A.S.S. Evaluation and would like to try again, they will be eligible to retake the evaluation after at least oneweek. |
student only received 2 to 3 Needs Work marks (and hathédbmplete and 0 Automatic Incomplete markshe
Evaluator has the discretion to allow the team to retake the evaluation after 4 days. The team must perform the entire
evaluation during any repeat evaluations. There is no limit to the number of timésdarg can schedule a repeat
evaluation.

Multiple Evaluation Levels

A student may be ealuated in multiple levelsB(A., M.A., and Ph.D.) in a single day without having to wait until the
scores are reported to th€.L.A.S.®ffice, ifboth ofthe following is true:

1) the student has passed the previous level

2) the student has scheduled the additional evaluation with an Evaly#tersame Evaluator may be used for each
level; if a different Evaluator is used, the Evaluators should communicate with each wtiether or not the
student received a passing score on the previous evaluption
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If the student has not yet registered the dagwww.mydoghasclass.cofor the additionalevaluationlevels)he wishes

to take, he may still take the evaluation; howevére online score reporting system (used by Evaluators to upload
scores) will not recognize thakvaluation score until the student registers his dog for that level at
www.mydoghasclass.com

To register for additioal levels, the student may log in to tiealine Student account atww.mydoghasclass.confrrom
this page, students can register additional dogs, register for additional levels, view score results, printSC.L.A.S
certificates, and order framable certificates.

Student Account

Personal Info I Dogs | Photo Gallery Knowledge Assessment Resources Notices

Register additional dogs >
Register for additional levels (B.A., M.A,, Ph.D.) >

If you have questions about the C.L.A.S.S. program, please contact Ann Allums at ann@apdt.com.

Dog Name | Breed Registered Highest Level Certificates UE Video
ID For Achieved
D1199 Denzel American Pit Bull BA. B.A. with Honors B.A. Submit
Terrier Video
D1010 Sarge = All American BA, MA, M.A. B.A. M.A. Submit
Ph.D. Video
D1009 @ Sylvie = All American BA, MA, Ph.D. with Honors | B.A. M.A. Ph.D. Submit
Ph.D. Video
D1011 Trixie = All American B.A, MA, M.A. with Honors B.A. M.A. Submit
Ph.D. Video

NOTE: To print your online certificates above, make sure your printer is set to 'landscape’ mode.

Order a Frame-able Certificate!

Frame-able certificates are printed on 8 %2" x 11" metallic silver cardstock with the student’s
name, dog’s name, date, and level passed. Certificates are mailed via US Mail within 2 weeks of
order receipt.

Viewing ScoreResults

As a general guideline, Evaluatevdl upload the scorewhether Passing, Passing With Honors, or Not Passirany
a0dzRSyidQa Sg@rftdzr A2y 6A0KATY ackeg She sadteS, | the Btlidentli WIS log Sratl f dz
www.mydoghasclass.cowith their Student ID and passwor@f A O1 2y (,Kafd viévre Jighest lavel 6
certificate earned

If a team passes the B.A. Evaluatiart the student has not yet passed the online Student Knowledge Assessment
and/or not yet submitted a completed Veterinarian Certificate, the B.A. level will not be considered complete until these
items are completed.
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www.mydoghasclass.ceamclass@apdt.com 80GPETFDOGS x A progna by thédssociation of Pet Dog Trainers


http://www.mydoghasclass.com/
http://www.mydoghasclass.com/
http://www.mydoghasclass.com/

C.L.A.S.Rrogram Handbook p.410f 68

Obtain C.L.A.S.SCertificates
All pasghg teamsmay download and seffrint C.L.A.S.S. certificates through their Studmgount for eaclevaluation

passed A certificate will not beavailablefor the BA. Level untilall the requirements, which include thStudent
Knowledge Assessment, thevaduation, and the Veterinarian Certificatbave been completedd { S S td Eatng
GalAydFrAyAy)y DNI RdzZE 6S {dF (dzaoé

If studens would like to purchasepre-printed frameable certificates, they mayOf A O1 2y ( K S-ableé h NR
I SNIATFAOS GBS tAA3a¢ (Lo |yR F2f THdaméaklé certifidey ardipiinted 2

2y y oy¢ E mMmEé YSGFfftAO aAf dSNI O NRadG201 6A0GK G(KS R213
G2 AG0KNRZ2Y 20KIBY BB OSNIAFAOFGS AyOfdzRSa || F2Af SYoz2aas

C.L.AS.S. Certificagds y R

vl S»r-xmrxﬂmnmr S

LA. S X ERTIFICAT

s cerulicate is proudly presented

Della Shay

(DOHO)

Maria G|asby :

53 50000)

O\
X}
X)
)
X)
X)
'21
vA
4
:J
.1

>
>

O T ST LRI T Y

T recogmition of the satisfactory fulfillinent of IJK'

Other Congratulatory Items
All passing teams are entitled to:

1. Upload a photo of their dog onto the Gallery of Graduates, a migicated to
all the dogs who have earned@L.A.S.Sertificate Photos can be uploaded on
0KS a523a¢ GFo 2F (GKS 2yftAyS {GdzRSy

2. gyt 2R Iy AO2y F2NJ Ck0O0So6221 | yR

C.L.A.S.Syraduate status¢ KS daBl &2AP[ &! d{ d{ d& A
0KNRdzAK GKS awSaz2dz2NOSaé Glo 2F GKS
Show offitems from the C.L.A.S.S. online stpseich agosettes,bandanaskey
chains, tote bagsand ID tagsto announcetheir dog hasC.L.A.S.BVisit the

online storeat www.mydoghasclass.com/store
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Additional Opportunities for Student/Dog Teams

Once a team earns their./8 in C.L.A.S.Sthey are eligible to be evaluated at the.Mlevel. After earnig their MA.,,
they may enter the PB. level. No matter whatC.L.A.S.9evel the team is in, there are always activities for further
training and relationship building. See theC.L.A.S.S.web site resources for more ideas at
www.mydoghasclass.com/students/activiti@sth-your-dog

#8, 8183838 | AFEAA #11 OAAO )1 &£ Oi AOGEIT
For inquiries regarding registration for students, evaluators and shelters, contact the ABIBIs&@apdt.com

For inquiries regarding the Association of Professional Dog Trainers, as well as mediarardhppropportunities,
contactinformation@apdt.com

I AT OO OEA '10%$4

The Assodition of Pet Dog Trainers (APDT) is a professional educational organization of trainers who are committed |
becoming better trainers through using positive, doigndly methods based on sound scientific principlese APDT
promotes caring relationshipgsetween dogs and people and works to increase public awareness dfidngly training

techniques.For the online trainer search, pet owner resources, and veterinarian handouts, visit the APDT Web sites :
www.apdt.comandwww.trainyourdogmonth.com

The APDT offers a unique opportunity for professional networking and sharing of ideas through our conference
membership directory, newsletter and seminars. Foareer information and membership benefits, visit
www.apdt.com/trainers

| DPPAT AEQ

Appendix A: Real-Life Relevance of Test Items

C.L.A.S.Ss intended to encourage the teaching of réifé skills to dogs, sothii R23a KIF @S KSI f (K:
G{20ALf {1Affadeé ¢KSNBFT2NB:xX (KS S arégulak an8inpprtarkt ysesTheO K
following is a list of each test item with common rid correlations and examples.
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B.A. for DogsRealLife Relevance

H

WAIT ATTHE DOOR B.A.

Reallife
Relevance

The ability to maintain position until invited to advance through a door is a convenience &iutientand can save
R234a fAFSd 6{SS & wmwtraidyGuidogmentilcomltigsi20Useb\WaltSiay.aspx | i

WARM-UP TIME

B.A.

Reallife
Relevance

A dog is better able to focus and relax when he has a chance to assess his immediate environment.

H

Reallife
Relevance

COMEAND LEASHING UP MANNERS
/ 2YAYy3 ¢KSy OFffSR O2dz R al @S @2dz2NJ R23IQa fATFTS AT
strengthen the bond between dog andstudentd 6{SS admp 1aSa F2N /

www.trainyourdogmonth.com/tips/15UsesCome.aspx

H

LOOSE LEASH WALKING ANIDENTION B.A.

Reallife
Relevance

Teaching and practicingoseleashWalking and checking in with one anotherilois comfort, ease, and connectedne
between the dog andstudent (Seewww.trainyourdogmonth.com/tips/15UsesLLW.asgx2 NJ aun ! &S
2 AGK2dzi) t dzf £t Ay T oé

H

MEET AND GREET B.A.

Reallife
Relevance

The importance of a dog remaining politely at tsiedents side shows the dog's sebntrol when meeting someon
This also allows the opportunity for tretudentto understand if it is appropriate or not for someone to greet or hay|
GKSANI R23d 6{SS ac¢KS wwiLiRiNHurdgadénthZdm/tisAdDialiratioh.dsPxii A 2 v ¢

BONUS 1ROLLOVERSPIN FETCH, SPEAK, OR PAW B.A.

Reallife
Relevance

ax
!
ax
-+

Teaching simple tricks is &un way to practice training with your dog (See & H n
www.trainyourdogmonth.com/tips/20UsesTricks.aspx

H

LEAVE IT

W
>

Reallife
Relevance

Leave It is useful when ya@o notwant your dog to go near something, and can be ad#eing skill.

WAIT FORTHEFOODBOWL

w .
> .

Reallife | Rather than grabbingraushing for the food, \&iting for theFood Bowl is good manners anddSy 3 G K Sy & -
Relevance| control.

Reallife |[{ Gl & A& dza ST dz 6KSYy @e2dz ySSR @2dz2NJ R23I (2 NBY
Relevance www.trainyourdogmorth.com/tips/20UsesWaitStay.aspx

Reallife
Relevance

0 o can calm down on cue is more manageable in the home and may be more welather gocial settings.

HZ$a T 2 Nuwsv gamyofirdognionth.com/tips/25UsesDown.aspx

o >
-~ o
mwa

wh
1
1

13,3

GIVE AND TAKE B.A.

Reallife
Relevance

Living with a dog who does not guard food or objects, willingly drops items on cue, and takes items gently f
studentis safer fotthe studentand less stressful for the dog.

BONUS 2: TRICK GHUDEN®{ /I hL/ 9 B.A.

Reallife
Relevance

¢ NR O
aHn |

FNB Fdzyz Oly 0685 (see@visfaiRyourdygmontd.EoSiMNIS/208)SesTicksRSfoH
Sa F2NJ ¢NRO|l adéo
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DogsReatLife Relevance

l

WAITIN THECAR M.A.

Reallife
Relevance

Car parking lots or other areas saturated by moving vehadesbe potentially dangerous for a dog. S
control while exiting a vehicle could be kgéaving skil.o { SS awuwn ! 4Sa T2
www.trainyourdogmonth.com/tips/20UsesWaitStay.aspx

H

PASS BY OTHER DOGS M.A.

Reallife
Relevance

The studentand dog will likely be exposed to other dogs while walking in public. It is important th
students dog remains calm and relaxed to prevent any altercations.

I

WAIT ATTHE DOOR M.A.

Reallife
Relevance

The ability to maintain g@sition until invited to advance thugh a door is a convenience to thidentand
can save a dog's liféSeewww.trainyourdogmonth.com/tips/20UsesWaitStay.asgx2 NJ & H 1 dit
2NJ il & pé

WARM-UP TIME M.A.

Reallife
Relevance

A dog is better able to focus and relax when he has a chance to assess his immediate environment

H

COMEAND LEASHING UP MANNERS M.A.

Reallife
Relevance

Coming when called amid distractions coéld @S @& 2 dzNJ R2sF0s20 f 3 F SamF KX
2 KSy | I dviwSr&riouldagmonth.com/tips/15UsesCome.aspx

H

SIT, DOWN, AND STAND M.A.

Reallife
Relevance

The kehaviors ofdt, Down, andSand have a variety of redife applications. As alternatives to undesira
behavior, each of these behaviors has unlimited uses. All three behaviors are useful for groom
veterinary examinations as well.

HANDLING M.A.

Reallife
Relevance

l FYREAY3I 22dzNJ R23 A4 S$3aSydAalt G2 aINR2YAy3d |

I

LOOSE LEASH WALKING AND LEAVE IT M.A.

Reallife
Relevance

Leavdt is useful when you do not want your dog to go near something, andeanlifesaving skill.

=
>

STAY

Reallife
Relevance

aHAN

QX
(0]
QX

Stay is useful when you need your dog to remain in place amid distraciohsS S
at www.trainyoudogmonth.com/tips/20UsesWaitStay.aspx

=
>

BONUS 1: TARGETING

Reallife
Relevance

Hand targeting is a fun activity for dogs. It can raise the confidence of shy dogs, can be usef
directing a dog to a place, and is the foundation of many adedrskills such as closing doors.

BONUS 2: TRICK GHUDENC® { /1 hL/ 9 M.A.

Reallife
Relevance

¢CNAOla NB Fdzyz Oly &3 y&®dS WeeSHrTiicks® SESNOAAS
www.trainyourdogmonth.com/tips/20UsesTricks.aspx
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PhD. for DogsReatLife Relevance

l

LOOSE LEASH WALKING

Ph.D.

Reallife
Relevance

LooseleashWI f { Ay3d A& KSfLFdzZ 6KSy @2dz ySSR (2 &l

Uses for Wiing Without Pulling at www.trainyourdogmonth.com/tips/15UsesLLW.aspx

l

BACK UP

Ph.D.

Reallife
Relevance

Back Up can be a useful skill when you want your dog to move away froor Yack up with you.

H

STAY Ph.D.

Reallife
Relevance

~

a

(0p)
QX

Stay is useful when you need your dog to remain in place amid distracionsS S
at www.trainyourdbogmonth.com/tips/20UsesWaitStay.aspx

aHAN |

WARM-UP TIME

-
=
=

Reallife
Relevance

A dog is better able to focus and relax when he has a chance to assess his immediate environment.

H

COMEAND LEASHING UP MANNERS

Reallife
Relevance

YR t8FGAy3 RAAGNI OGAzya
2 K S yiww.tlaibybuBdBginonth itom/tips/15UsesCome.aspx

Coming when c#ll R OCRUB R &

/ 2YAy 3

H

MEET AND GREET

Reallife
Relevance

When you take your dog to a veterinarian, groomer, or other similar place, it is important that yo

Reallife
Relevance

allows being handledSeewww.trainyourdogmonth.com/tig/socialization.aspx
ATTENTION
2 KSYy @2dz KI @S @2dz2NJ R23IQa | GdSylAazyzs &2dz Oty

I

TABLE MANNERS Ph.D.

Reallife
Relevance

A dog who can calm down on cue around food is more maragéa the home and may be more welco
in other social setting® { SS aHup | & Svaw.tRaidyNdrdddgngnthécomi/tiis/25UsesDown.aspx

DO YOU REALLY KNOW SIT? Ph.D.

Reallife
Relevance

This test helpsstudents assess if their dog understands familiar instructions in unusual and distr
settings6 { SS awup | @dvdrainycuddgidnth.éomiipd/25UssSit.aspy

BONUS 1DO YOU REALLY KNOW SIT? h.D

Reallife
Relevance

Studens may need to cue their dog to sit in unusual and distracting settings.

BONUS 2: TARGETING WIAN UNFAMILIAR PERSON Ph.D.

Ii

Reallife
Relevance

This bonus demonstratethat the dog not only knows thd@arget cue, but has generalized the cue to ot
people. Adogwhdearnsii 2 GF NBSG | LISNA2Yy Q& KIFIyR Aa fSaa fA

Appendix B: Photograph Credits

Pages 5 courtesy ofClay Myerspages 7, 20, 60 courtesy ofMolly Wald; page 9 courtesy of Debbie Pack; pagé 1

courtesy of MaryAnn Williams; pag@ tourtesy of Heather William@ages 17, 25, 49courtesy ofRenee Carollgpage
41 courtesy ofAnn Allums
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Appendix C:Student Resourcds designed aan additional resource for students participating in the C.L.A.S.S. program;
this appendixSELJ yRa 2y K2g &aiGdzRRSyida OFy o0SySTAG FTNRY /[ o[ o
Yy26t SRAS | Frathsifar ¥ Sigcésafdl ev&8luation, and practical guides for preparing for the evaluation.

#8, 8183838 #1 1 DI 1AT OO

As noted in theProgram HandbogkC.L.A.S.S. is more than an assessment ofifealkills. Here is an explanation of
additional componentand objectives of C.L.A.S.S., through which students and dogs can benefit.

Education

At its core, C.L.A.S.S. is an educational tool, providing resources that promote understanding in dog training metho
that focus on using positive reinforcement. Canliie And Social Skills is not just about training dogs; it is about training
people, too. Education is essential, as dog behavior is often misunderstood, and myths have been perpetuated regardi
their behavior. Dogs are not furry little people, and probkecan arise when humans apply human characteristics to
explain dog behavior. Dogs should be studied and understood as a distinct species.

The more we understand dogs, the better the relationship we can have with our dog. For instance, most dogs are n
0SKIF@Ay3 aolRfteéd Ay | R23I &aSyaST GKSe& INB 2dzaAald dz&aAy3
¢tKSe dzaS (K2aS o0SKIF@A2NR o0SOFdzasS AdQa ¢KIFIG (GKSe (y2¢
the human sensef the word since dogs do not think in terms of right and wrong, but in terms of what works and what
does not work for them. Dog behavior is driven by doggy needs, not human emotion or judgments.

Through the C.L.A.S.S. program, students can find resofocdearning about dog behavior, including locating training
professionals dedicated to advocating dinigndly techniques.

Choosing a Trainer

2 KAES g2NJAY3 6AGK | LINRPFSaaAzylt GNIAYSNI A& sgudancel N
can be an excellent investment for a pet owner. Quality professional dog trainers are educated and experienced
scientific training methods, dog behavior and body language, and problem solving, and can patiently help pet owne
understand andrain their dogs effectively. Professional trainers are passionate about working with dogs and maintain
their skills through continuing education.

C.L.AS.S. is a program of the Association of Pet Dog Trainers (APDT), which is primarily an educatiaaiborg
whose mission is to represent and advance the dog training profession through education and adVbea&ypPDT
offers a Trainer Search Directory for pet owners to locate ARBMber professional dog trainers by city, state, or
within a specific nleage range of a zip code. The Trainer Search feature also allows a search to be filtered by servic
offered, which include expertise in aggression, obedience, service dogs, fun and gafeseirtraining, agility,
behavioral consultations, clicker trang, group classes, and medfpecies training.

It can be confusing for a dog owner to figure out how to hire a dog trainer. To make an informed decision, pet owner
are strongly encouraged to understand the various training methodologies in dog gdmday. Please refer to the
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selecting a dog trainer.

Here are further educational resources and information, in addition to those ajreadilable through the Resources
tab of the online student account, for C.L.A.S.S. students.

Articles for Pet Owners

On the APDT web site atww.apdt.com/petownersthere is an array of free educational arisifor pet owners, as well
as for the veterinary community, general public, shelters, and dog trainers. Some of the topics include:

1 Tips for Common Dog Behavior Issues (e.g. barking, chewing, housetraining, crate training)
1 Common Myths about Dog Training
1 Socialization
1 Pet Safety
9 Bringing a New Dog into your Home
1 Dog Park Information
1 Training Equipment Options
1 Understanding Trainer Certifications (not all certifications are the same)
1 Dominance Myths and Dog Training Realities
1 Recommended Book List for PaaddOwners
1 Cat Behavior
Webinars

Pet owners can participate in live webinars or access previecgded webinars on a variety of topics related to dog
training. While many webinars are related to the dog training profession, there are also webinars defsigmen
trainers, many of which are free. There aseme free webinars on training and behavior issues, dog sports, bite
prevention, and more. Visitww.apdt.com/education/webinar$or a current lis of available webinars.

National Train Your Dog Month

National Train Your Dog Month, another program of the APDT, is designed to promote the importance of training dog
Visitwww.trainyourdogmonth.confor more training tips and ideas to promote training.

Promote Positive Reinforcement Training

C.L.AS.S., through its evaluation, curriculum, and training resources, advocates the use ofbesedrdraining.
Positive, rewarebased training minimizes the usé punishment and is fun for you and yodog. C.L.A.S.S. promotes
healthy relationshigbased training, training in which the communication is tway, the mutual trust is strong, and the
student (i.e. dog owner) gets to know the dog as an individual tp hien reach his potentiaRewardbasedtraining is
instructive, telling the dog, without anger or force, what we would like the dog to do.

The human tendency is to notice and react when a dog (or person) is doing somethihg w2 {iyet we would hae
much better relationships if we rewarded the dog (and person!) for doing thingganie. Help set the dog up for
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success by giving feedback and rewards for behavior you like, arrddmgiag the learning environment to make it easy
for the dog to dathe appropriate behavior as well as NOT to do the behavior you dislike.

Positive, rewarebased training does not mean that your training is indulgent or without restraint. Clear boundaries and
rules still need to be set for our canine companions. For, dogs feel more secure with clear boundaries, because they
know what is expected of them. Two, boundaries are necessary to maintain harmony in the human household. Wit
reward-based training methods, those rules and boundaries can be established witheating a confrontational
atmosphere.

Does Positive, RewarBased Training Work?

Positive reinforcemernt rewarding a desired behavioris an effective and reliable method of teaching new behaviors or
changing current behaviors in any physically and menkaithy animal. Dogs are more likely to repeat behaviors that
get rewarded, which is why positive reinforcement works.

Furthermore, learning occurs readily in a rewdnaked training program in which the dog feels safe and relaxed.
Training that relies o the use of physical and emotional punishment creates stress, lirlderlearning process, and
can harm the relationship.

Positive reinforcement training is not based on using only food as a rewaid about understanding the science
behind positive einforcement. It is a simple rule that behaviors resulting in pleasant consequences will be repeated, ant
behaviors with no payoff will decrease. Positive consequences can be anfthinigpg likesfrom massages and belly
rubs, to going for a walk, to $iig next to you, to playing. The trainer who understands dogs as individuals with unique
personalities, likes, and dislikes, can effectively use a variety of rewaadigition to food in training.

Strengthen Dog/Student Relationships

Another objective 6C.L.A.S.S. is to strengthen relationships between students and their canine companions. A positi
approach develops and safeguards harmonious relationships by maintaining a mutual trust between dog and studer
The C.L.A.S.S. program strengthens refatiips through effective communication, understandingd ajuality time

spent together.

Effective communication is essential to any relationsfi@ining is communicating to help a dog learn what we want
him to do, not forcing him to do iDogs and humas are born speaking different languages. When a dog is brought into
a human household, it is up to the human to communicate in a way the dog understands. Similarly, dogs have
expressive and wetleveloped system of body language for communication.dfexpect the dog to listen to us, we
should listen to what the dog is telling us.

The dog/student relationship is also strengthened through shared activity. With positive, rebasdd training we
spend quality time with the dog, resulting in the dogrlgag so that he has the social skills to spend more time with
people. Dogsare living, emotional beings who thrive on social interactithrey require human attention to be well
adjusted, not to mention to learn appropriate social behavior. A dog lefirothe yard is not only deprived of required
human attention and a sense of belonging but the skills needed to live with humans, as dogs will do whatever works fi
them if left to their own devices.
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Encouragement of Ongoing Training

With its emphasis onetaching and maintaining reliable life skills as well as opportunities to earn B.A., M.A., and Ph.C
certificates, the C.L.A.S.S. program supports continual training and encourages owners to engage in more shal
activities with their dogs. Dogs are contally learning with every behavior, so why not use training to be proactive in
what your dog does learn?

There are so many reasons to continue training with your dog:

T ¢NIAyAy3a NBRANBOGA @2dzNJ R23IQa yIl Gdz2NF £ o0SKIFZFA2NER
Training builds yar dog's behavioral repertoire

The more acceptable behaviors a dog learns, the less room there is for undesirable behaviors

Training is fun

=A =4 =4 =4

Training increases the odds that a dog will stay in the family for his
lifetime rather than be given up due to beliar issues ;

1 Training makes it possible to engage in many more activities with a we sy
trained dog, such as:

0 Advanced training classes

Dog sports and games

Animalassisted activities (i.e. visit nursing homes)
Outings

Vacations

Search and Rescue

O O O O O

Support for Shelters and Rescues

Another component of the C.L.A.S.S. program is to support training efforts of animal shelters and rescues. The lack
training or improper training is a primary reason for pets being relinquished to a shelter. C.L.A.S.S. can loe used
promote adoption through training basic life skills, to provide dogs with mental and physical enrichment, to reduce
kennel stress and behavioral problems, and to help keep dogs in their homes. C.L.A.S.S. can also provide a frameworl
a shelter volunter program. The C.L.A.S.S. web site will feature dogs for adoption that have passed at least one level
the C.L.A.S.S. assessment, thereby giving adoptable dogs more visibility to potential adopters looking to bring home
new canine friend. For more imfmation on using C.L.A.S.S. in a shelter, seShmiter Handboaok

300AU ' OEAA AITd xOBEAAMOGBOOAGIAAITOO +
As stated in thé’rogram Handbogkall students shall take a short test, the Student Knowledge Assessment, to asses:

their understandingof dog behavior and training. Passing the Knowledge Assessment is a requirement to qualif
students to start earning C.L.A.S.S. certificates with their dogs.

The questions in the Student Knowledge Assessment are based on the following information. Wieneecbthat
students use this information to prepare for and refer to during the test. This Study Guide is in a question and answe
format covering basic dog information that is helpful for every pet owner to know, from Dog Training and Learning, te
Communcation and Body Language, to Dog Ownership.
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Student Knowledge Assessment Study Guide
DOGOWNERSHIP

Where can a student take a young puppy 82 weeks) who is current on all required vaccination

Socialization of young puppies ages 8 to 12 weeksésyaimportant part of having a welbunded dog. At this age the
should have received a minimum of their first series of vaccines for protection against infectious diseases, and §
classes should require this at the very least for admission. Skeofia dog dying from exposure to diseases shoul
weighed against the risk of a dog being relinquished to a shelter or euthanized because of behavioral issues thal
due to a lack of socialization. This period of puppy learning is a criticapterihelp influence good behavior of dog
Places that you can take your puppy include your veterinary clinic, a puppy class that observes proper sanitiza
vaccines protocols, and locations where your puppy can meet people and see new thingd wigetimg strange dogs

Why is picking up after my dog important?
Part of responsible dog ownership is being a good neighbor. Nobody enjoys the chore of picking up after their
our own backyard. Imagine how your neighbors would feel if they hapidk up after dogs they do not even ow
t AOTAY 3 dzLJ F FGSNI 2N aOdzNbAyIé @&2dzNJ R23 Aa | fl ¢
neighbor and good citizen no matter where you are with your dog; always carry waste bags with you.

Do dogs really need to be walked every day?

Dogs need exercise every day just like humans do. Taking a leash walk with your dog is not only great physica
for your dog, but it also provides great mental stimulation and helps with ongoing sosalirainew places and scent
Taking leash walks with your dog can also contribute toward the two of you building a strong relationship as V|
and (work / explore) together.

Why should sstudentOK S O]l GKSANI R23IQa SYyidANB o062Re&e S@S
There are may health issues that may go unnoticed if not checked for regularly. Dogs are also masters at hidi
RAAO2YT2NI 2N LI Ayd D2Ay3 20SN) @2dzNJ R23IWwa SydANB ¢
potentially help you identif a health issue early in its development which may save you from a large veterinary bi
b2GAO0OAY3 (GKS avltf GKAy3a SIENIeée 2y AYy Ylye Ayaidl y(
is also useful for checking that yadmg is at a healthy weight.

|l 26 A& | R23IQa aSyasS 2F avyStt IyR KSINAy3
Dogs observe the world much differently than humans. We rely mostly on our sense of sight, followed by our g
hearing. Dogs, on the other hand, have aamikeener sense of smell than humans. Therefore, they gather much
information about their surroundings by sniffing. They also have a much greater sense of hearing than humans
hear sounds from up to a mile away or deep in the ground. Dogseaamnahmole traveling underground and can sme
minute amount of explosives or drugs hidden in an entire warehouse.

9/23/2016
www.mydoghasclass.ceamclass@apdt.com 80GPETFDOGS x A program by the Association of P&tddogys



C.L.A.S.Frogram Handbookd Appendix C: Student Resources p.51o0f 68

What do | do if my dog is uncomfortable greeting another person?

It is common courtesy to have a person ask to pet your dog. As a rébjeossident you should always be proactive
protecting your dog from situations that may make them uncomfortable. This means that you might need to tg
FANBG aGSLI G2 KSEtLI SyadzaNB GKIF G F LILINE I OK A tfiehh td u&ie Hefor§
reaching for your dog. You need to determine whesr ift your dog is comfortable enough for petting from a strang
There is no need to be embarrassed or to feel rushed. Remember that just as there are some people who are &
shy and stanebffish, so are there dogs who may need to take some extra time to get to know a stranger. Som
may never enjoy meeting strangers and may need extra time and socialization to get used to a new persof
allowing themselvestobetouchéd ! f g @8a Y2@S G &2dz2NJ R23IQa LI OS | yH§

How do | keep my dog safe if someone is trying to bring a dog over to greet and my dog is reac

Never rely on the actions of another person to keep your dog (and dogs around you) safe. As alresdogsstudent
you need do whatever it takes to immediately create distance between your dog and the other dog. Do n
uncomfortable informing the other dog owner to please keep their dog away from yours and explain that your dg
not care for oher dogslIf you have not already done so, consider consulting an expert in canine behavior modif
to address your dog's reactive issues. Visit the APDT Trainer Seansfvatpdt.comto find a trainer near you whoan
be of assistance.

Why is crate training beneficial?

Having a doggie safe area such as a crate will provide your dog with his own personal space and is essentig
FaLlSoda 2F @2dz2NJ GNIAYyAy3Iod | 2dzNJ R2 Amtisup@Wnske Hir or aven you ja
need a break. Crate training can keep your dog out of trouble when you are away from home too. You will not
worry about him chewing on your furniture, shqg&s other valuable itemsand you will not need to worrabout him
KFE@Ay3a +y | OOARSYyl Ay @2dzNJ K2YS® / NI G4§Sa OFbg a safe arl fux
place to be.

What is the best way to pick out treats or food for my dog?

There is such a variance of products availablenenmarket. Marketing and advertising are very alluring to humans,
that does not mean the ingredients are as good as the package may look. As a responsible pet\studeitt want to
be aware that some ingredients may not be good for your dog.imf®rtant to educate yourself as to what it takes
YEAYOGFAyYy 322R KSFEGK F2NJ 82dzNJ LISG F2NJ F f2y3 FyR

needs and about what ingredients you should look for, and which you should avoid,sehecting a brand of food fg
your dog.

52 L NBlIffe ySSR G2 OGNRAY Yé R23IQa ylAfta AT
Proper nail trims ensure that your dogamtains a healthy, natural gaithere is no need for this to be a stressful ey

for your dog By hirhg a positive reinforcemerased dog trainer, you can learn humane, Istness methods that wil
help your dog to accept nail trims, whether they are done by a veterinarian, a groomer, or you.
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If my dog does not like the leash, is it okay for me to jiesthim run loose?

Responsible dog ownership includes keeping your dog safe from environmental hazards; many city and state
require dogs to be oiheash when in public. Even if you live in a rural area where environmental hazards are min
city and state laws do not apply, it is wise to prepare your dog to happily accept a leash. This can be achie
reward-based, positive reinforcement training.

Do all dogs of the same breed act the same? Are some breeds of dog inherently viciou
aggressive?

Each breed of dog satheir own unique personality anicdividual quirks and some are genetically predisposed
certain behaviors such as retrieving or tracking. Within any breed, there will be a range of calm to high ener
Contrary to ppular opinion i KSNB I NB y2 AYyKSNByidife daolR¢ O0NBSRa
antisocial behavior to develgpvhether due to indifference or actually teaching or allowing the dog to behave i
antisocial manner.

Student Knowledge ssessment Study Guide
COMMUNICATION AND BODY LANGUAGE

Why do dogs bark and how should | talk to my dog when he is barking?

Barking is as natural to a dog as eating, sleeping, and scratching. There are many different reasons why dogs

bark to alet, out of frustration, because they are frightened, bored or even out of excitement during play. Many f
do not realize that they may actually be contributitagthe barking by yelling or scolding their dog. Your dog may t
you are joining in and ilv take the attention as a sign that you agree with his actions. Barking can be very frustrati
person. If your dog is barking, it is important to first get his attention to interrupt the behavior. Using a cheerful,
tone will help to get youdog focused on you rather than what he is barking at. When your dog responds tq
OK S S NJF dz @2A0S> NBgFINR KAY GgAGK | KAIK @I fdzS GNB

attention to an appropriate, quiet behavior, such as fetchewing on a bone, or playing with a toy.

How do dogs tell each other that they want to play?

Since doglog play can sometimes be confused by people as fighting, it is important to understand their body la
so no harm may come to either of ther@og play is often initiated by a play bow, which tells the other dog that |
doing this for fun.Dogs will often bark and growl a bit while playidgpically they use a highepitched bark than g
warning bark.Dogs will also take frequent quick breakspauses lasting just a couple of seconds during pray. will
also likely see a lot of give and take during plHye dogs will essentially take turns, with one dog leading and ther
other. It is important to supervise play sessions in case onehdsghad enough, so that you can then intervene if
other dog persistsFor instance, if one dog is consistently hiding underneath a chair or trying to get &wagy be
necessary for you to step in to interrupt the play to protect the dog who doesvaot to play anymore.
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Why does my dog turn away when | hug him?

Although humans love hugs, it does not necessarily mean that a dog will be comfortable with one. Dogs do not |
20KSNI Ay FIO0GxX R23a | NB @S NiemahpahedSvays 16 sabw affeEtiorStd yOuk pes
your dog turns away when you hug him, your dog is politely letting you know he does not want or enjoy th
Hugging can be stressful for dogstlagy may feel trapped by the embrace.

How should somewoe greet a dog?

When greeting a dadry to use slow, casual body movements. You should not be closer than two feet from the
the dog does not approach you, turn your body slightly sideways to the dog, which is a nonthreatening posturg
than squaring off/ directly facing the dog. Always allow the dog to take the first steps to approachapduhen wait
before you reach out to pet the dog. Once the dog feels comfortable enough to approach you, the first p
interaction youmay consideiis to briefly pet the dog under the chin or along his sidather than reaching over thg
R23Qa KSIR® LF¥ (4KS R23 R2Sa y20G ¢6+yid (2 I LIWNRIOK &

What is the best way to let my dog approach and greeataher dog?

In terms of canine social behavior, appropriate greetings are #msail. Noseto-nose greetings in the dog world a
not only impolite, but they increase the risk of your dog being bitten by a dog whootdgve other dogs.

What are calmng signals and why does my dog use them?

Dogs do not have the ability to use verbal language like humans. They rely on body language to communicate
other and other species. One aspect of their body language is aaledng signalsThey use thee signals to shar
their intentions with other dogs and with us. For instandegs use their taslas a way to communicate their feeling
Just because the tail is wagging does not necessarily mean the dog is happy. Depending on how he is carilyasg
well as other body language will tell you whether the dog is in the mood to play, nexomsthe mood to fight.

When a dog wants to show another dog that he means no harm, he will turn his head and sometimes entire bo
from the imposing dg. Dogs may also scratch, yavam lick their lips as a way to signal they are feeling too m
pressure. With humans, dogs will display these same behaviors in an attempt to communicate they are uncomfo
0KSANI OdzNNByYy i & A ( dd tiiegebghdviors &d givié Budziodd a tiréak o gy situation at hand
like people, dogs cannot work effectively if they are under too much pressure.

Of course, dogs also scratch when they have an itch, and yawn when they are tired or boredsigmals must be rea|
in context.
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What are the best ways to communicate with my dog and why is understanding dog body langt
important?
Many people feel their dogs understand every word they are saying and then are frustrated when their dog d

respond to something they are asking them to do. While dogs can learn to associate many words with items or
they fall far short of understanding everything people are saying.

They are, however, quite good at understanding your tone ofe/ofFor istance, a happy, higpitched, cheery voicg
indicates that you are pleased or that you want to play. Your tone of voice is important in order to loegir
communication with your dognd to let him know what you expect from him and when.

Dogs are also vg good at communicating through body language, including facial expressions. Once you ¢
dzy RSNRGIF YR @2dz2NJ R23IQa 0602Re I y3adza 3S &2dz OFy &ail NI
The signs dogs use to communicate with eatter include facial expressions, body postyrasd movementsDogs
specifically use their faces, ears, taglad eyes to communicate.

{GdzRSyia ySSR G2 tSINYy K2¢ R23I& dzaS RATFTFSNBYy(d 02HR
misinterpreted. For example, we commonly think a wagging tail means a dog is friendly, but depending on the 3
the wag and the stiffness and posture of the body, it can also mean that a dog is potentially in a defensive or ¢
threatening mode.

Student Knowledge Assessment Study Guide
TRAINING AND LEARNING

What kind of rewards can be used in positive reinforcement training?

There are many types of rewards that will provide the necessary positive reinforcement for your dog. Dogs hay
temperaments and interests. Not all dogs are food motivated in every context or environment. Other types of rg
can include a favorite toy, a game of chase or tug, petting, verbal paaiskeven teaching the dog a special trick
enjoys, making the traininfyn.

What is positive reinforcement and why should | use it?

The most effective way of teaching a new behavior is using positive reinforcement. Using positive reinfor
provides a wirwin situation for you and your dog. The dog learns that doingtwbha want gets them what he wants
APSdE F22RI (2843 [FFSOlA2yd ¢KSNB |INB G NR2dza 6|
desired behavior and then reward. You can wait for your dog to offer the desired behavior ancbttea rYou can us
' YFENJ SN aA3ylrfs adzOK Fa I Oft AOISNE (G2 aYIFIN]é¢ 6KSy
you reward (or positively reinforce) are the behaviors that you will see increase.

What is clicker training?

Clicker taining is a type of positive reinforcement training that is simple and very effective. The student uses a
which is typically a small plastic box with a metal strip inside of it that makes a clicking sound when pressickert
is pressed to rark the desired behavior, indicating to the dog that he did the right behandrthat a reward is on it
way.

9/23/2016
www.mydoghasclass.ceamclass@apdt.com 80GPETFDOGS x A program by the Association of P&tddogys



C.L.A.S.Frogram Handbookd Appendix C: Student Resources p.550f 68

2 KFG R2Sa aOlFLIidzNAy3Ie | o0SKIFI@BA2N YSIyK
Capturing a behavior can be one of the fastest ways to train a new behavior. For example, if you teaah tpour dog
to lay down using the capture method, you would simply wait for your dog to decide lie down and then reward h
moment he does the behavior. Timing is crucial for capturing a behavior. Think of it as a cayperavant to take &
picture of the exact moment your dog does the behavior. You are not asking, commanding, or luring him into the
You are waiting for your dog to offer the behavior on his own. Capturing works best for teaching a behavior th
dog does naturally, suchs sit, lying down, barking on cue, sniffing, or holding objects. The primary difference be
capturing and other positive reinforcement training techniques is that the dog is making the decision to off
behavior without being asked or prompted.

Can my dog be trained positively if he does not like food as a reward?

A reward is quite simply anything that your dog finds intrinsically rewarding. Some examples of rewards inclu
access to the outdoors, a car ride, and attention/affection from gleo Food is often used because many dogs
motivated by it and food is also quick and easy to deliver to your dog. However, if your dog just ate his dinner,
food reward may not be your best option. The key is to know what is rewardipguicdog in that moment! Make a lig
of 20 things that are rewarding to your dog including food, toys, treats, and other life rewards such as belly
playing with another dog.

My dog does not understantraining. Is he just being stubborn or dominant?

Trahing your dog can sometimes require patience. Dogs learn quickly what works and what does not work. [
often called stubborn or dominant when they seem to ignore our requests. What they are truly displaying is cor
lack of motivation because $h 06 SKI A 2N KIF ay Qi o6SSy LRairAldAgSte NBA
asking them to do. Perhaps your dog has not generalized the behavior to that situation, is stressed or distracte
not made the connection yet between your card the behavior you are seeking.

If my dogdoesnot performa behavior he has been trained to do reliably, what should | do?

Ideally a dog should respond to a cue asked of him on the first filny@ur dog does not respond to your cue within
few secads of you asking him one of a few things is likely occurieiher he does not know the behavior as well
you may have originally thought, he may not be motivated enough to execute the behawidhere is something ir
the environment that is disticting him from executing the behavior successfulljere is also a possibility that the
may be some underlying medical condition that is preventing him from completing the behkvtfos.problem persists
you should consider checking with your veteriian to rule out any medical issud3o keep in mind that dogs are n
robots and may become distracted or become unmotivated at some p&iaep consistent in your training ar
remember that occasionally rewarding your dog from time to time will be thst lvay to keep him motivated for
reliable response.
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What should | do if my dog is barking in his crate?

You should first figure out why your dog is barking. There may be a number of reasons why he is barking in
including trying to get yourtgention, because he is stressed about his crate, or perhaps because he needs to gq
bathroom. The most common answer is that he is barking because he wants your attention. There is a simple s
ignore your dog. Do not look at him, do not saything to him, and perhaps even walk away. Once he stops bar
wait a few seconds and then give him some attention, which will be a reward for being quiet. By ignoring him, y
will quickly learn that being quiet, not barking, is the way to getryattention. If you think your dog needs to go to tf
bathroom, the answer is obviouslet your dog out! If you think your dog is barking because he is stressed, spea
your trainer about ways to help him become better acquainted with his crate ot albernatives you can explore fg
containing your dog.

What should | do if my puppy is biting my hands every time we play?

Puppy biting is a natural behavior for puppies. They explore the environment with their mouths. There are a fey
you can do @ minimize or eliminate puppy biting. During playtime make sure you are playing with a toy and nq
your hands. A larger toy is better than a smaller toy and will help teach your dog to use his mouth appropriately
L [ @d LF &2 dzNJesldmiddtaRtiwithyyaudzkiK at @ Yime, the best reaction you can have is t
G2dzOK¢ | yR NBY2@S it 27 c§uitdehll alvay iuBnyyoul gk, afdagNdrelhim FtSvil
take long before he learns what level of play iglda not acceptable. Consistency will be very important for
ddz00Saad ¢KFG YSIhya S@OSNE2yS ySSRa G2 Lile GKS atl
LISNE2Y > gAtf (GSIFOK KAY GKIFG A G Qéito ake siire that Jour pupply K lgditir
enough exercise. Try games like hatedseek with his favorite toy, set up a treat hunt, take him for a short jog in
park, and/or give him a food puzzle or brain game to wear him out mentally when you caeaohim out physically.

What do I do if my puppy is jumping up and scratching me and leaving welts on my arms and lg
¢SFOKAY 3 | Lzl K2g G2 NBaLISOG | KdzYlFyQa aLl OS A
them to come inb our space to relate, this life lesson must be taught in a positive fashion. It is helpful to redireg
LJdzLJLIE Qa FGaSyiaAaz2y G2 Fy FEGSNYFGABS 0SKFE@GA2NI Ayai§
adzOK Fa @& Aadp¥LIMYW=R (ISEIHTR 2ASNJ @2dz Aa 2yS gl e G2 NI A
scratching, and space invading is attentiniven, then a student must think about whether or not the puppy is get
meaningful, appropriate attention andleS NOA &S G KNR dZAK2dzi GKS RIFI&d LG A&
nails are well trimmed at all times.

How do you reward a dog when teaching him a behavior that has multiple steps?

An example of a behavior with multiple steps is fetch. Tteesmight be chasing after the ball, picking up the ball,

bringing the ball back to you. The trainer would teach each behavior step by step and reward each succesg
Eventually the student can gradually ask for more of the sequence of stefhgfdpg to achieve the reward.he steps
might look something like this: Dog chases after the ball and gets a ref@agdpicks up the ball and gets a rewabahg
brings the ball back and gets a rewaiichen, the dog chases the ball and picks the balvhjth gets him a reward
Finally, the dog chases the ball, picks up the ball and brings the ball back (the complete behavior) to get the rew.
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Do dogs automatically learn to generalize new behaviors they have learned to every person
every situation?

Generalizing new behaviors is something dogs do not do well. You have to sendistent message to your dagall
circumstances and keep it simple for your dog to avoid confusion. This means that everybody who comes intg
with your dog has toend the same message. For instance, to teach your dog not to jump, you ask for and re|
behavior that you want instead, such as sit. To help him generalize the behavior, you would ask him to sit when
you, family, and friends. You would alscedeo ask him to sit in a variety of places and situations, i.e. at the front ¢
while out for a walk, etc.

How important is consistency in training?

Consistency is one of the most important aspects of training your dog. For instance, you do ngowadbg on the
couch. When you are home, you are able enforce that rule. While you are not home, other people in the house
your dog it is ok to be on the couch. This can lead to obvious confusion for your dog. This also applies to mg
behaviors such as barking, pulling on the leash, chewing, jumping, etc. Consistency simply means that everyone
same rules for the dog all of the time for clear training results.

(End of Study Guide)
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The followng are possible ways to help a team prepare for an evaluation.

Group Class

As stated in thé’rogram Handboqgka practical way for students to prepare themselves and their dogs for the C.L.A.S.S
Evaluation is to take a training course from a dog trainmggructor to learn and practice the C.L.A.S.S. skills. Group
classes help to structure the training process, allow a student to practice in mock evaluations with a professional traine
providing feedback, and add an element of distraction for which thlestt can train with other dogs, people, and
smells. The training classes are optional; the student is not required to attend a C.L.A.S.S. class in order to take
evaluation. To join a group class, locate a trainer with the C.LAAS.S. Instructor searcl
(www.mydoghasclass.com/instructors/seajatr Evaluator searchvivw.mydoghasclass.com/evaluators/seaych

Evaluation Run-Throughs

Before taking an evaluation, it is a good idea to do some practicghnonighs. Practice ruthroughs help the student
become familiar with the evaluation, establish a baseline of skill, and help assess training progress. Students ¢
download sample evaation forms for each level from their Student account to use in evaluatiofifoughs.

Generalize Skills

Since dogs do not generalize well, we recommend that students practice each test item with their dog in a variety «
locations and situations todip the dog and student generalize the skills rather than simply learn a single pattern. Even i
a dog can perform the necessary skills in his home or training classroom, the dog may not be able to perform the skills
other locations or environments. Rtaii A OS @2 dzNJ R23IQa alAfta Ay GKS o O] ¢
dogfriendly business, while on a walk, when around a variety of people, and other locations.

%OAl OAOETI | $AU
CheckIn Process
For the checlin process, the Evaluator witquest the Student and Dog ID numbers to note on the Evaluation Form. If

these ID numbers are unknown or not yet registered, the student will need to provide this information to the Evaluator
before the evaluation scores may be reported to the C.L.ABfiSe.

Next, the Evaluator will perform the following checks:

1. For a B.A. Level evaluation, the signed Veterinarian Certificate will be requested (unless this certificate has be
presented to the Evaluator prior to the evaluation.)
a. Ifavailable,theBvf dzF G2 NJ aKIFtf (SSLI GKAa OSNIAFAOIGS 6A0K
b. LT y20 I @FrAftlofSs GKS &addzRSyd Yle adgAatt aGr1S 0K
score, it will be noted that the Veterinarian Certificate requirement, and trereethe B.A. Level, is not yet
complete. The student will then be required to send the completed Veterinarian Certificate to the Evaluator
or C.L.A.S.S. Office to fulfill this requirement.
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